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Caring for
each other

and our
environment

The Nature and Environment 

Federations for North and South 

Holland support residents and  

civic initiatives seeking to take  

action against PFAS and other 

chemical pollution.
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A special reserve

The Pelagos Sanctuary in the Mediterranean Sea, located between France, 
Monaco and Italy, is home to exceptional numbers of marine mammals. Such as 
sperm whales (photo), fin whales and a diverse range of dolphin species. In 2025, 
Adessium joined the Pelagos Consortium, which aims to achieve better protection 
for these mammals and their habitats.

Marine mammals such as the sperm whale experience significant disturbance from underwater 
noise caused by ships.

Children and art

Stichting De Vrolijkheid celebrated its 25th anniversary in 2025. Since the turn of the 
millennium, the organization has been responsible for more than 100,000 creative 
and artistic activities in asylum seekers’ centers.  De Vrolijkheid does this with and 
for children, young people and families who live there.

Making dolls during the ‘Family Portraits’ project.
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Adessium Foundation works 
towards an open society  
where everyone can 
participate fully and rights  
and freedoms are protected.  
A society that will ensure  
a livable, compassionate 
world for future generations.
We support not-for-profit 
organizations and empower 
them to drive lasting  
positive change.
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In a time of rapid technological advancement and rising geopolitical tensions, it is easy to think that innovation mainly revolves 
around new technologies, markets or economic models. But perhaps the most important innovation our time calls for lies 
elsewhere: in the way we organize our society.

In recent years, confidence in institutions has come under obvious strain. The international legal order, long regarded as an anchor 
point of stability, is under increasing pressure. Countries that should be setting a good example do not always succeed in doing this, 
sometimes even as a deliberate choice. That undermines the credibility of the system itself. Begging the question more urgently 
than ever: who will take the lead in building a culture of integrity, cooperation and responsibility?

In situations like this, philanthropy can play an important role. Philanthropy is able to create scope for new ideas, independent 
thought and initiatives that serve the public interest. It can invest where the market falls short and where politicians cannot always 
act quickly enough. But perhaps more importantly, philanthropy can focus attention on good examples and amplify them.

A culture of integrity does not emerge on its own. It requires organizations and individuals who consciously choose transparency, 
accountability and the long-term interests of society.
Historically, Europe has shown that cooperation and the rule of law can form the foundation for peace and prosperity. Precisely in 
times like these, Europe has the opportunity to show once again that integrity, legal order and democratic values are not abstract 
ideals, but practical cornerstones of a stable and free society.

At Adessium, we believe that philanthropy can contribute to that development. Not by taking on the role of governments or 
markets, but by creating space for initiatives that strengthen the public interest, in other words, social innovation.

The challenges we face today are significant. That is precisely why this is the moment to make society future-proof – based on the 
fundamental principles of integrity, collaboration, and a sense of long-term responsibility. At Adessium, we strive with conviction to 
achieve this.

Rogier van Vliet

Integrity, the rule of law, 
and democratic values are 
not abstract ideals

Rogier van Vliet
Chairman

98

Opening



Picking up the newspaper these days requires a certain 
kind of courage. Page after page confronts us with war, 
displacement, rising social insecurity, the emergence of 
autonomous AI systems; the world can seem overwhelmed 
by chaos, as if we are collectively inching toward the edge of 
an abyss. The current global outlook doesn’t inspire a lot of 
cheerfulness or optimism.

But that’s not the whole story. Alongside these challenges, 
there is another narrative – one where society demonstrates 
its resilience, reveals its capacity to provide solutions to the 
many challenges of our time. And that’s the story we want  
to convey in this Annual Report. It’s the story of citizens who 
take responsibility for improving the world around them. Of 
civil society driving innovation where governments or markets 
are constrained by existing structures. And of organizations 
that have the courage to hold both public and private powers 
to account.

Organized protest
Consider the citizens of the Drechtsteden region in the 
Netherlands. For decades, they have known they were being 
exposed to harmful PFAS chemicals discharged by nearby 

Space for civil society in 
turbulent times

industry. For just as long, their concerns went largely unheard. 
But persistence changed that. Through sustained, organized 
protest, they succeeded in shifting society’s perspective. 
With the help of investigative journalists and civil society 
organizations such as Stichting Advocaat van de Aarde, the right 
to a healthy living environment is gaining wider recognition.

New types of support
Or take the growing number of teenagers and young adults 
struggling with debt. Formal support systems often fail to 
connect with their realities, meaning help arrives too late  
– or not at all. In response, new forms of support are emerging 
from within society itself, designed to meet young people 
where they are. One example is ONSbank, which combines 
debt relief with coaching focused on young people’s futures. 
By making plans together and reducing the immediate stress 
of financial burdens, space is created for progress. The impact 
is tangible: young people who had reached a deadlock within 
municipal support systems are able to regain momentum and 
take steps forward in their lives.

Or take an organization like Bits of Freedom, which took on 
tech giant Meta in court – like David facing Goliath – and 

Martijn Meijer
Director of programs

Rogier van der Weerd
Managing director
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emerged victorious. This victory means that Facebook users in 
the Netherlands have regained control over what they see on 
their timelines, rather than of seeing a timeline generated by 
the algorithm.

Contributing to a better world
In today’s reality, where the number of open and free societies 
is declining, these examples may appear as tiny glimmers 
in the darkness. But they’re all examples where citizens and 
civil society organizations have the freedom and feel the 
responsibility to contribute to a better world.

The need for engaged citizens
Protecting an open society, in our view, begins with 
safeguarding the space for civil society initiatives and the 
diversity of organizations within it. That protection is much 
needed. Across Europe, public funding for civil society 
organizations is tightening, limiting the role of citizens’ voices 
in policy development. In the Netherlands we saw legislation 
being proposed that would have made it a criminal offence to 
offer help to undocumented migrants.

These are clear signs that the room for civil society is shrinking 
rather than expanding – at a moment when, in a turbulent 
world, engaged citizens can form the anchor of our free and 
open society. Defending and strengthening the space for civil 
society initiatives is therefore not optional; it is essential. At 
Adessium, we see this as our main priority.

Rogier van der Weerd and Martijn Meijer

“Across Europe, public funding for civil 

society organizations is tightening, 

limiting the role of citizens’ voices in 

policy development”

Back in control

Tiffany is a spokesperson 
for young people with 
debts, based on her own 
experience. “When I was 
depressed, my finances 
were my lowest priority. 
When I regained control of 
myself again, it turned out 
that I had been receiving 
allowances that I wasn’t 
entitled to. I also had tickets 
for traffic violations, which 
went up fast with late fees 
and penalties. My total debt 
was around 5,000 euros, not 
including my student loan.” 
With the help of her debt 
relief coach from Stichting 
ONSbank, she regained an 
overview. Together they got 
a full picture of her situation 
and arranged payment plans. 
ONSbank also offered group 
sessions and a creative 
workshop program, in which 
participants learn to look 
differently at themselves and 
their futures.
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Adessium Foundation  
believes in the power of  
long-term partnerships.  

We support organizations  
with flexible, multi-year 

donations and strategic advice. 
This enables us to work together 

to build impactful initiatives  
that accelerate and boost  

social change.

Adessium Foundation works towards an open society where 
everyone can participate fully, and rights and freedoms are 
protected. A society that will ensure a livable, compassionate 
world for future generations. We support nonprofit organizations  
and empower them to drive lasting positive change. 

Key principles on how we provide donations 
In short, we stand for:
• �Constructive partnership with the organizations we support. 

Based on mutual trust and openness. 
• �Multi-year support. Because you can’t achieve impact in a 

single day.
• �Flexibility. We live in a fast-changing society,  

and we respond to these changing needs.

Our approach to philanthropy
Adessium Foundation is a philanthropic fund that has been 
supporting civil society organizations in the Netherlands and 
Europe since 2005. We offer financial support, advice and 
access to our network, to boost initiatives that contribute to a 
better society.

We operate independently, without religious or political 
affiliations. This position gives us the freedom to put funds 
to work where they will have the most impact. That freedom 
brings with it a responsibility. That’s why we focus on long-term 
solutions and support innovative ideas that won’t always get 

Believe in the power of  
long-term partnerships with 
a flexible approach

implemented by government or the market but have real value 
for society.

How we help organizations become stronger
We believe that strong organizations achieve effective results. 
Most of our donations can be broadly deployed within the 
grantee’s mission. We jointly consider where extra assistance is 
needed, for example to obtain strategic advice or an external 
assessment. We want our support to bring about positive social 
change. So we carefully analyze what works and what doesn’t. 
We learn from the organizations we support and use this 
knowledge to refine our methods and strengthen the sector.

Adessium proactively explores opportunities
As a strategic philanthropic fund, we formulate objectives within 
selected focus areas and develop an approach to achieve 
these objectives. Based on this strategy, our team proactively 
approaches civil society organizations to explore partnership 
opportunities and invite them to submit a funding application. 

Our budget is limited and there are many more organizations 
and initiatives corresponding to our mission than we can 
support. So we make conscious choices and actively seek out 
funding opportunities that align with our priorities. We carefully 
research the organizations that we support and aim to be 
respectful of people’s time. For that reason, we don’t accept 
unsolicited proposals.

Top: African Parks will release 2,000 

white rhinos bred in captivity into 

nature reserves over the coming 

years. // Center: energy coaches from 

Energy Bank Netherlands visit people 

at home. // Bottom: the presentation 

of a report by OPORA Foundation on 

returned Ukrainians.
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2025 marked 20 years since 
the founding of Adessium 
Foundation. Much has been 
learned and achieved over all 
those years. Time to look back 
and reflect on that journey.

Twenty years  
of Adessium:  
the journey

The Adessium story begins with its founder Gerard van  
Vliet. Work hard, keep developing, and always strive to 
improve, that’s his guiding principle. After building his own 
successful asset management company, he sells it in 2002.  
The decision to donate a significant proportion of the proceeds  
to charitable causes is taken without any hesitation. Gerard: 
“Our approach to life is that having sufficient financial resources  
gives peace of mind, but having too much can be a curse.” 

In 2005, the family establishes Adessium Foundation,  
which has since donated an average of over 16 million  
euros to charity each year. That’s a serious endeavor, 
taking up a lot of time and energy. Identifying trustworthy 
organizations capable of effectively managing large 
donations is a challenge in itself. Chairman and son Rogier 
van Vliet: “If you’re giving away a hundred thousand euros,  
or even more, then the question is: what’s important to  
you? Does the recipient have a compelling story and an 
effective approach?” 

A car for the harvest
The family goes looking for good causes that appeal to them. 
Rogier and Gerard hear about a man who supports projects in 
Africa. One of them is a farmer who needs a car to transport 
his harvest to the nearest harbor. Through a NGO, the farmer 
is given the money to buy a car. 

Initiatives close to home also need help. For example, Gerard 
suggests supporting icons of Rotterdam, the city where he 
lived and studied. The ideas for charitable causes vary widely. 
A problem almost all family foundations encounter when 
they first get started, is that family members involved have 
different preferences, explains Gerard. “Asking yourself ‘what 
do I want’ can drive family members apart. The temptation 

for each family member to set up their own foundation is an 
obstacle you need to overcome.” 

Financial services 
Gerard and Rogier have clearly defined roles. Gerard 
concentrates on managing the finances, while Rogier focuses 
on exploring the sector: who are the players, what ideas 
do the family want to develop further? He soon gets the 
idea of taking a businesslike approach. “I started viewing 
philanthropy as a form of financial services, with a portfolio of 
charitable causes. And just as you want institutions you invest 
in to achieve good results, we want our grantees to do that 
too, but then in the form of social impact.” 

Gerard and Rogier spend a great deal of time discussing what 
Adessium stands for. Gerard: “You want to help others, but 
who should you help and for how long? The question keeps 
coming back to yourself: what do I actually want to achieve? 
If you keep adopting other people’s projects, you’re not 
setting your own direction, you’re just saying yes or no.” Over 
time, Gerard and Rogier learn that the key is to define their 
own course and seek out causes that align with it. 

Founders Rogier (left) and Gerard. 
Gerard: “The question keeps coming 
back to yourself: what do I actually 
want to achieve?”
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responsible manner. It also clearly shows the outside world 
what you do and don’t do.” 

Taking risks
For each topic, Adessium tries to strengthen both day-to-
day practice and the policy framework in which that practice 
operates. Rogier: “If you only support policy change, you 
risk becoming too detached from what’s happening on the 
ground. But if you only support fieldwork, then you start to 
wonder: what am I really achieving with this, especially in the 
long term?” 

This approach also involves a willingness to take risks. After 
all, philanthropic money can be deployed with greater risk 
or flexibility. Of course, things don’t always work out. For 
example, a campaign by Oceana didn’t have the anticipated 
effect. Oceana is an organization working to protect the 
oceans and campaigning against pollution and overfishing. 
With support from Adessium, they lobbied the World Trade 
Organization against harmful fisheries subsidies. In the end 
the campaign didn’t achieve the desired impact. Despite 
this, Adessium decided to support Oceana again, this time 

Being able to take action
One of their first deliberately and independently chosen 
donations focused on the fight against malaria. Rogier: “I read 
a newspaper article about successful scientific research into 
biological control of malaria mosquitoes. So we got in touch. 
It turned out that more research was needed and we decided 
to support it. This way, you take the initiative to build your 
project portfolio yourself.” 

Since the establishment of Adessium, Rogier looks at the 
world differently, for example when he reads the papers. 
“Previously, I accepted the news as an inevitable reality.  
Now I ask: what can we do, for instance when it comes to 
human rights? It gives you the sense that you can actually  
take action.” 

The first employees
As the family does not have a clear plan for the donations 
in the early years, Gerard and Rogier wait before hiring 
people. Rogier: “If you want to support medical causes, then 
you might want to hire a medical person. But if you’re more 
interested in humanitarian aid then you need to find someone 

who knows about that. If we don’t yet have an answer to the 
questions that new employees will ask us, then perhaps 
we’re not ready to start recruiting.”

In 2007, after thinking long and hard on those initial questions, 
Adessium decided it was time to start recruiting. They hire 
Pieter Stemerding, at that time working at the World Wildlife 
Fund, and lawyer Carst Joustra. They are needed to help 
achieve the family’s ambitions: making more donations and 
establishing and expanding the organization in a professional 
way. Carst: “They needed capacity and brainpower to help 
with this.” Pieter: “We invested a lot of time in thinking about 
what the family did and didn’t want.” 

Together with Rogier, Pieter and Carst set out to learn 
from other philanthropic organizations and experts in the 
philanthropy sector, in the Netherlands and abroad. How do 
they go about things? Carst: “Should you closely monitor the 
partner organization’s activities? Or should you let a grantee 
go its own way and then evaluate impact towards the end?” 

Strategy
During this period, the institutional nature of the donations 
developed: not just funding individual projects but supporting 
organizations as a whole. Pieter: “That was relatively new in 
the Netherlands. But it actually seemed pretty logical to us. 
If you just fund a specific project, then you tie the recipient 
down. We turned it around: we support organizations in their 
broader work and development because we believe in their 
mission and ambitions.”

Another milestone was the decision to establish a strategic 
framework; a clearly outlined plan on which Adessium bases 
its course. Pieter: “It helps you to take logical steps in a 

to facilitate Global Fishing Watch, a platform that provides 
transparency on who is fishing when and where, making it 
possible to see whether marine protected areas are being 
respected. That initiative developed into a great success. 
Pieter: “If you never do anything that might go wrong, it’s rare 
for something really good to happen. Let alone something 
exceptionally good.” 

The strategy
Adessium supports around ninety charitable organizations 
that fit within the fund’s strategy. But, as program director 
Martijn Meijer explains, Adessium doesn’t operate from an 
ivory tower. “We get our information through civil society 
organizations. Our strategy on issues like combating poverty 
is based on ideas developed in civil society and in academic 
research.” General director Rogier van der Weerd: “We believe 
in the power of people building something together. Well-
organized civil society organizations are essential to a robust 
democracy and a strong society.”

Pieter (left) and Carst, Adessium’s 
first staff members. Pieter: “We 
invested a great deal of time in 
defining what the founding family 
did and did not want.”

“If you just fund a specific project, 

then you tie the recipient down. 

We turned it around: we support 

organizations in their broader work 

and development because we believe 

in their mission and ambitions”
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organization about this: we can see that you’re entering a 
phase in which this is an issue. Get support and advice from 
people who have experience with this.” 

Partnering and forming networks
When Adessium believes that it’s important to provide 
support for a particular theme, we look for several 
organizations focusing on that issue. We support them 
individually, based on the belief that together they will 
form a strong network and be able to make more impact 
collectively. Martijn: “Chemical pollution is a good example. 
We started funding a broad group of environmental as well as 
health organizations each working in its own way to prevent 
environmental pollution and health problems caused by 
chemical pollution.”
 
Adessium also tries to coordinate effectively with other 
foundations to support civil society organizations. This can 
be achieved through structural collaboration, for example 
in a pooled fund where multiple donors bring together their 
resources and expertise so it can be used to jointly finance 
a specific theme. Martijn: “You can make a lot more impact if 
you combine those philanthropic budgets and decide on a 
common strategy.” 

Alongside donations, Adessium also provides other kinds 
of support. Lizzy: “We look to see where we can connect, 
strengthen or transform organizations. Focusing on 
organizational development means sectors become stronger, 
with greater capacity for change.” One of the ways Adessium 
connects organizations is through peer-learning groups, 
where partners get together and learn from each other. 
Lizzy: “This support doesn’t involve direct funding, but it does 
strengthen the sector.” 

Defining success
An important insight that the team gains over the years 
is deciding on how much funding they provide to an 
organization for how many years. Providing too much 
funding creates the risk of the initiative being over-financed, 
leading to high-dependency on one funder. Director Rogier: 
“Providing too little funding is also detrimental, as then you 
leave an organization struggling with limited budget and they 
are unlikely able to achieve their ambitions.” 

Whether the support given to a good cause has been 
successful can’t always be measured objectively. A common 
saying in philanthropy is: “Not everything that counts can 
be measured. And not everything that can be measured 
counts.” Broadly speaking, the partnership is a success if an 
intervention brings about positive change. Lizzy Eilbracht, 
responsible for strategic learning and impact at Adessium: 
“An example would be support for urgent needs in a city. 
People can apply for support for small but urgent things, 
like glasses for a school-age child whose parents cannot 
afford them. The needs don’t disappear; we actually see a 
systematic increase in applications in many cities. Despite 

this, the initiative provides value in several ways. Of course it 
makes an immediate difference to those who receive help, 
but it also sends a broader signal: it gives a voice to people in 
need and strengthens the argument for structural solutions. 
In that sense, it functions a bit like a canary in a coal mine, 
raising political awareness of wider societal developments.” 

Support and advice
The program managers bring a huge amount of expertise to 
their conversations with partner organizations. Martijn: “We’re 
not only interested in what progress is being made, but also 
in the challenges that organizations face. We hope we create 
an atmosphere in which partner organizations feel able to talk 
about any problems or setbacks they encounter and find a 
solution together.” 

Many nonprofit organizations go through a difficult phase 
at some point, generally when the organization starts to 
grow. Issues emerging at that stage relate for example to 
the relationship between the founder and the growing team, 
governance and professionalization of the organization. 
Director Rogier: “We don’t hesitate to talk to the partner 

A diamond
Inevitably, after twenty years we ask ourselves what 
Adessium has achieved. Besides the many impactful 
initiatives there is also success on other levels. For example, 
over time Adessium has built ‘convening power’, grounded in 
its expertise, network, and reputation. On several occasions 
the organization has succeeded in getting parties, sometimes 
even organizations competing for funds, to sit down together. 
Chairman Rogier: “We aim to always offer a safe environment 
where we can discuss agendas and sometimes financial 
issues too. I believe it’s important that we keep playing this 
role. Because coordinating civil society organizations has 
such a powerful effect.” 

And what does Adessium’s future look like? Will the 
foundation keep doing what it’s doing now? Chairman Rogier: 
“Someone once said to me that every generation has its 
own philanthropists. I think that’s a nice idea. What we have 
is something really special, which we have the privilege 
of looking after. I look at it as if it’s a diamond, something 
precious that you get to carry with you for a while, polish and 
then you pass it on again.”

“Focusing on organizational 

development means sectors 

become stronger, with greater 

capacity for change”

Left: Lizzy (Manager, Strategic 
Learning) and Martijn (Program 
Director). Martijn: “We build our 
knowledge through civil society.”

Right: Managing Director Rogier  
van der Weerd (left) and founder 
and Chair Rogier van Vliet.
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In November we celebrated our 20th  
anniversary in Felix Meritis in Amsterdam,  

joined by organizations we have  
supported and other foundations we  

have been working with for years.  
With Reimagine the Future as our  

theme, we reflected on our  
journey so far and  

looked ahead.

Reimagine
the future

Speakers included Ramsey Nasr, 

‘Futures literacy’ researcher  

Loes Damhof, and our chairman  

and co-founder Rogier van Vliet.  

ÁMÀL Ensemble performed the 

musical closing.
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Informed 
Society

Reliable information is one of the cornerstones of a  

well-functioning democratic society. Adessium invests  

in independent investigative journalism and press 

freedom. We also support initiatives that make social 

media and the internet safer and fairer, so that high-quality 

information is not only produced but also actually reaches 

the wider public. By doing this, we further the public  

debate and promote an open, informed society.

26	� The thorough investigations 

carried out by Airwars.

28	� Bits of Freedom and 

Lighthouse Reports on 

the future of high-quality 

information

30	� ‘Technology and information’ 

theme.

32	� ‘Reliable information’  

theme.
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Deaths and injuries 
were unavoidable

For five months, the Gaza 
Humanitarian Foundation 
was the primary food 
distributor in Gaza. More  
than a thousand people  
died trying to obtain aid  
at the distribution points. 
Using witness accounts, 
satellite images and open 
sources, the organization 
Airwars documented 
the casualties. Airwars’ 
investigation shows that the 
design and implementation 
of this aid system made it 
almost impossible to avoid 
deaths and injuries.

Palestinians return from a food 
distribution point.

         Informed 
Society
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News no longer automatically 
reaches its audience: algorithms 
and tech platforms manipulate 

what we see. What can journalists 
do to maintain visibility and 
credibility in that storm? We 

talked to Ariadne Papagapitos of 
Lighthouse Reports and Evelyn 

Austin of Bits of Freedom.

What challenges do journalists face when trying  
to reach their target audience?
Ariadne is impact director at Lighthouse Reports, an independent  
nonprofit for collaborative investigative journalism: “Until 
recently, stories were generally prepared by a homogeneous 
editorial staff and disappeared behind paywalls on websites. 
News became a product for the wealthy few. These days, reader 
numbers are dropping and young people no longer take out 
subscriptions. They generally get their news from social media. 
On those channels a few large tech companies determine what 
gets seen.”
Evelyn is the director of Bits of Freedom, a digital citizens’ rights 
movement that defends privacy and freedom of communication 
on the internet: “Those platforms, and now AI systems 
too, are the new gatekeepers and take the majority of the 
advertising incomes for themselves. Their algorithms focus on 
emotion and sensation: brief, provocative and easily digested, 
without distinguishing between real and fake, journalism and 
entertainment, quality and garbage. AI overviews in search 
engines mean visitors don’t look any further. As a result, 
thorough and more substantial journalism stories are getting 
less and less attention.”

What can you do as a journalist to reach your  
audience despite this?
Ariadne: “We often collaborate with content makers who have 
a large online following or a strong connection with our target 
audience. Sometimes a story gets picked up unexpectedly,  
like our investigation into PR agencies for the pesticide 
industry. The notorious, high-profile American podcaster Joe 
Rogan talked about it and it was shared by prominent MAHA* 
influencers. That raises tensions, but it does bring the subject  

“The algorithms suppress 
thorough journalism”

to the attention of a new audience. The uneasy sensation is  
all part of that.”
Evelyn: “The big question is: how do you get noticed in an 
overcrowded information stream? Journalism has to compete 
with entertainment and misinformation. In the old days, your 
network determined your timeline, now the algorithm does. 
Since our court case against Meta, on Facebook and Instagram 
you can turn off the timeline generated by the algorithm and 
choose what you see for yourself again. This gives people  
more control.”

How can journalism reinforce credibility?
Ariadne: “Journalism strengthens credibility by focusing on 
audience needs and being transparent about its choices. 
Building real relationships with your audience, beyond the 
newsroom, creates accountability: explain how stories are  
made, who is heard, and why. That openness makes the work 
verifiable and builds trust.”
Evelyn: “Of course it’s tempting to keep adapting to the 
algorithm. We ask a lot from journalists and at the same time 
we tend to be quite negative about journalism organizations. 
I would really like to give some encouragement to journalists. 
Hold onto your professional integrity and standards, experiment 
with distribution channels where you stay in control. And keep 
explaining how you do your work and why it’s so important. 
Make this explicitly clear and fight for your right to exist.”

* Make America Healthy Again (MAHA) is a 2025 American government 
initiative, led by President Trump and minister Robert F. Kennedy Jr., aimed 
at curbing chronic diseases.

Top: Evelyn Austin (left) on her way to 

the court case against Meta. // Center 

left: algorithms ensure that young 

people keep scrolling for as long as 

possible. // Center right: Lighthouse 

Reports carried out an investigation 

into the PR and lobby for pesticides.
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The future of 
democracy

Big tech companies have 
immense power. They’re 
gaining an unprecedented 
position of economic and 
geopolitical influence. ‘That’s 
just the way it is,’ some 
people believe. “But it could 
be different,” argues Max 
von Thun of Open Market 
Institute. How? Dozens of 
experts addressed this 
subject at the conference on 
‘The Future of Democracy: 
Speech, Thought, 
Sovereignty and Power in the 
Age of Platforms and AI’.

Social media are largely designed 
for endless scrolling.

EU consumers lose 7.9 billion euros 

a year due to unfair commercial 

practices online, such as addictive 

design and misleading personalized 

prices or offers (see examples in the 

photos). The European Consumer 

Organization BEUC is fighting for 

legislation that tackles this, the new 

Digital Fairness Act.
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Energy poverty 

The Energy Trap investigation by 
Urban Journalism Network reveals 
that progress in making old, poorly 
insulated homes more sustainable 
falls a long way short of European 
and national objectives. As a result, 
up to 50 million Europeans suffer 
from energy poverty: they can no 
longer afford the drastically increased 
costs for heating (or cooling) their 
homes. And when landlords do 
renovate, tenants ultimately pay the 
price: in many cases, significantly 
higher rents mean that residents are 
unable to return to their homes.

Poorly insulated homes in Rotterdam West.

Nicotine replacements 
dodge the rules

The Examination investigated the 
world of nicotine replacements. 
‘Nicotine-free’ e-cigarettes and 
nicotine pouches promise a kick 
without the disadvantages. “These 
products are deliberately designed 
to dodge the rules,” says professor 
of pharmacology and cancer biology 
Sven Eric Jordt. Although companies 
maintain that only adults are allowed 
to use these products, researchers 
say the brightly colored packaging 
actually appeals to young people.

Nicotine bags or ‘pouches’ are slipped 
between your top lip and your teeth.

Helping journalists  
in trouble

With support from Adessium, the 
Press Freedom Fund launched the 
new platform persvrijheid.nl. Chairman 
Bart Brouwers: “The main target 
audience is Dutch journalists who 
are hindered from carrying out their 
work, for example by threats or legal 
proceedings. The platform is intended 
to be very user-friendly and clear. If a 
journalist gets into trouble, whether 
due to physical harm or a legal threat, 
they need to be able to find out 
quickly where help is available and 
what limits apply.”

The newly redesigned website,  
persvrijheid.nl.

Funding of investigative journalism organizations is under 
huge pressure. At the start of 2025, the American government 
organization for international development cooperation, USAID, 
suddenly ceased its funding. This instantly put several crucial 
European nonprofit journalism organizations in Central, Southern 
and Eastern Europe under financial pressure.*
Adessium Foundation got together with Limelight Foundation 
and the Civitates consortium of foundations to take the lead in 
finding solutions quickly. The extra funds committed ensured that 
sixteen editorial teams were able to continue their essential work. 

Undermining democratic resilience
But this rescue operation is not a structural solution. The work 
isn’t finished yet: many of the editorial teams affected didn’t 
receive additional support and even those who did, will still need 
structural funding after 2028. The American withdrawal drew 
attention to what Europe had long been ignoring: our information 
provision is too dependent on non-European funds. That situation 
is unsustainable and it undermines our democratic resilience.

Fair compensation for creators
Europe needs its own independent information infrastructure, 
supported by transparent, politically independent funding. 

Journalism deserves protection as a public good, comparable 
with culture, as it serves the public interest. At the same time,  
the market needs regulation: platforms that make a profit from 
news must contribute to its production and AI companies that  
use journalists’ work must compensate the creator fairly.

Protection isn’t a side issue
Our managing director, Rogier van der Weerd, and co-authors 
Alinda Vermeer (Limelight Foundation) and Elisa Peter (Civitates): 
“Further shocks are unavoidable. When they come, we mustn’t  
be dependent on improvisation and goodwill again. This means 
we need funders with more flexible budgets, program teams  
with a mandate to act quickly, and a readiness to accept that 
actions taken in uncertain times aren’t always perfect. Funders 
working on climate, health, education or migration all rely on  
the same information base. Protecting it isn’t a side issue: it’s a 
shared responsibility.”

*This text is an abridged version of an article published in Alliance 
Magazine: ‘Democracy in Europe: This is a wake-up call and we can’t afford 
to hit snooze’.

“Philanthropy 
has an important 
role to play 
in protecting 
journalism”
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Nature and  
Living 

Environment

Clean air, pure water and fertile soil are essential to the 

well-being of humans, plants and animals. As a country 

dominated by deltas and water, the Netherlands also faces 

significant water-related challenges, such as flooding and 

deteriorating water quality. Adessium Foundation supports 

initiatives in the Netherlands and Europe that contribute 

to a healthy living environment and work to restore nature. 

This way, we work together towards a hopeful future for 

both humans and the planet.

36	� Nature and Environment 

Federations for North and 

South Holland.

38	� How the law can be used 

to achieve a cleaner living 

environment.

40	� ‘Resilient Mediterranean Sea’ 

theme.

42	� ‘Healthy living environment’ 

theme.
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Call for a clean living 
environment

The call for a clean living 
environment is growing 
louder, driven by concerned 
citizens, inspector-general 
Mattheus Wassenaar of the 
Dutch Human Environment 
and Transport Inspectorate 
explains in Trouw newspaper. 
He emphasizes the 
importance of initiatives like 
the Nature and Environment 
Federations for North 
and South Holland, which 
mobilize citizens, businesses 
and government in pursuit of 
a PFAS-free environment. 

Unbreakable Resistance 
(Onafbreekbaar Verzet): an 
exhibition in Dordrecht about  
the fight against PFAS

  Nature and
Living

     Environment
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How do you achieve a  
healthy living environment? 

Adessium Foundation supports 
a variety of interventions. 
For example, by backing 

organizations that use the law 
to protect nature and boosting 

citizen initiatives. Here are  
three examples.

Stichting Advocaat van de Aarde 
“The Netherlands has good legislation to protect nature”, 
explains Robert Amelung, secretary of Stichting Advocaat van 
de Aarde. “But the authorities don’t enforce these laws, so the 
state of nature keeps getting worse. Citizens play an important 
role in calling government bodies to account for this. They’re 
familiar with the nature in their surroundings and they notice 
when it’s suffering, which is what makes their efforts so valuable.” 
The organization has a legal help desk team that answers 
citizens’ questions quickly. It also has an expert network for 
complex issues, which can put citizens’ initiatives in touch with 
lawyers when a case goes to court. “We see that the authorities 
consistently prioritize economic interests over the interests 
of nature and humans, partly due to fear of job losses. In my 
experience, companies aren’t that quick to leave if government 
bodies do enforce, but they actually become more innovative. 
For example, some lily growers now use robots to check 
whether bulbs are diseased, instead of spraying pesticides 
preventively. That’s an important improvement for residents of 
those areas, who have been advocating for this for years. 

Stichting Rechten van de Natuur 
Stichting Rechten van de Natuur advocates an idea that’s quite 
new in the Netherlands: recognition of the rights of nature in  
law, for its voice to be heard in governance and for decisions 
that take its interests into consideration. “Setting up the 
movement required pioneering spirit”, director Jessica den Outer 
explains. “It means not only changes to the legislation, but also 
a different way of looking at nature. At first, people kept asking 
‘is this possible?’ Now they ask ‘how can we put it into practice?’ 

Using citizen power and 
the law for a healthy living 
environment

This evidences a gradual shift from making decisions about 
nature to making them with nature. By now, proposals to take 
the voice of nature into consideration in decision-making have 
been submitted in sixteen municipalities. In some cases, they’ve 
been adopted with an overwhelming majority. A good example 
is Gooise Meren municipality, which intends to make structural 
changes to incorporate the rights of nature in municipal  
policy. They’re considering appointing an urban ecologist,  
who will contribute nature’s perspective in discussions about 
policy development.” 

ClientEarth 
ClientEarth strengthens the whole system: from legislation 
and enforcement to access to participation and law, so that 
people and communities can protect their rights. For example, 
in Belgium ClientEarth has started court cases against building 
plans for a large chemicals factory in Antwerp harbour. The 
factory would use gas from environmentally harmful shale 
gas extraction in the United States to produce raw materials 
for plastic. Lawyer Tatiana Luján, who is leading the case: “The 
consequences for the climate, biodiversity, air, health and fresh 
water haven’t been adequately investigated. So the permits 
should never have been granted. Besides, companies are 
already exceeding the legal pollution limits in the area now 
and an extra source of pollution would increase the burden on 
this region further. The factory would also take water from the 
Maas. A river that supplies drinking water to 7 million people in 
Belgium and the Netherlands and already struggles to do so in 
the summer months due to low water levels.”

Right top: people living close to lily 

farms protest against the use of 

pesticides. // Center: plastic pellets 

or nurdles are tiny, granular plastic 

pellets that serve as the raw material 

for nearly all plastic products. // 

Bottom: Nature in the Veluwe. The 

‘Rights of Nature’ initiative Custodians 

of the Veluwe advocates decision-

making where the consequences 

for nature and living environment 

are clearly identified and taken into 

consideration in advance.
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Protecting the high seas

The UN High Seas Treaty, a global treaty to protect oceans and restore sea life, 
took effect at the beginning of 2026. On 19 September 2025 the threshold of 
ratification by 60 countries was reached. For years Adessium supported the High 
Seas Alliance, which spent decades fighting for this treaty.

The treaty concerns areas that fall outside countries’ national jurisdiction, which covers  
two-thirds of all oceans.

During the UN Ocean Conference in June 

2025, NGOs from MED30 expressed their 

concerns to the Spanish government. They 

argued for additional protection of marine 

areas, implementation of the UN High Seas 

Treaty and stricter protection zones. By taking 

concerted action, the NGOs are attempting 

to get the Spanish government to show 

leadership in protecting the Mediterranean 

Sea and making the economic activities at sea 

more sustainable. 
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Safer toys

Following intensive lobbying by 
NGOs, including CHEM Trust,  
the EU voted to expand the Toy 
Safety legislation. This legislation 
prohibits hormone-disrupting 
substances (EDCs) in toys. These 
chemicals disrupt the hormone 
system that regulates growth, 
metabolism and fertility. As children 
are still developing, they are 
particularly vulnerable to these 
harmful substances.

All kinds of chemicals are added to plastic 
toys, for example to make them flexible.

Launch of Blueprint on 
Movement Building  

In 2025, Zero Waste Europe 
launched the Blueprint on 
Movement Building during a global 
gathering of 60 participants from 
various countries and backgrounds. 
The handbook is based on years 
of experience of the zero-waste 
movement and national alliances.  
It offers practical tips and inspiration 
for existing and emerging alliances 
to become stronger forces in the 
fight for climate and social justice.

Director Esra Tat gives a presentation 
during the event.

Men’s health under threat

A report by the Health and 
Environment Alliance (HEAL) 
warns that chemical pollution is 
contributing to a growing men’s 
health crisis in Europe. Director 
Génon K. Jensen: “This report shows 
that the male reproductive system is 
particularly vulnerable to chemical 
exposure.” For example, sperm 
counts have dropped by 52 percent 
since 1973. And the occurrence of 
testicular cancer has risen by 25 
percent since 2014, particularly 
among younger men. 

Exposure to plastics and pesticides  
causes health problems.

Natuur & Milieu joined forces with supermarket chain Lidl to 
start a special pilot project. Their aim: to drastically reduce the 
use of chemical pesticides in agriculture, without affecting 
quality or yield.
The pilot involving three farmers focuses on three common 
crops in the Netherlands: strawberries, potatoes and apples. 
Within these ‘model crop cultivations’ various sustainable 
alternatives were tested. Such as UV light to prevent mildew  
in strawberries, greener pesticides, mechanical weed control  
in apple orchards or methods like monitoring pest insects  
in potatoes.

Reduced environmental impact
The approach differs from the usual method: farmers no longer 
take preventive action as standard, but only when necessary. 
Intensive monitoring enables them to take targeted action. The 
result? A clear reduction in environmental impact as compared 
to conventional farming in all three crops after just one year.

Trying out new methods
How can the results of this project ultimately be applied 
in policy? Rutger Westerhof, project manager at Natuur & 
Milieu: “This kind of cooperation is an opportunity to work with 
supermarkets and farmers to investigate where opportunities 
and obstacles lie. Receiving additional external expertise and 
advice for instance. Or having financial certainty, where the 
customer takes the financial risk in the event of reduced yield, 
which increases farmers’ willingness to work more sustainably. 
We will take the lessons learned in the pilot to The Hague.” 
Westerhof advocates government support: “Having the right 
financial guarantees lowers the barriers to change.”

Practical learning process
The pilot will continue in 2026 to gain better understanding of 
what works. “For many farmers, using a chemical pesticide feels 
like insurance: it provides certainty about the harvest. If you’ve 
been relying on this for years, you’re not going to change just like 
that. Every business has its own position on this. We see this as a 
practical learning process: how do you make this shift feasible?”

“For many 
farmers, using 
a chemical 
pesticide feels 
like insurance”
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Inclusive  
and Equitable 

Society

Everyone deserves a fair chance of participating. Adessium 

supports initiatives that improve livelihood security for 

families and young people in vulnerable situations. We also 

aim to provide relief for the immediate needs of people 

with no fixed address. This way, we work together to build 

an inclusive and equitable society.

46	� Energy coach Huib from 

Energy Bank Netherlands.

48	� The Instituut voor Publieke 

Economie (IPE) studied 

poverty relief policy.

50	� ‘Young people’  

theme.

52	� ‘People with no fixed address’ 

theme.
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Reducing energy bills

Low-energy lamps, radiator 
foil, washing at thirty degrees:  
combined, it saves you a  
lot on your energy bills. 
Energy coach Huib from 
Energy Bank Netherlands 
visits people at home to 
see how they can reduce 
their energy bills. With 
a combination of useful 
technology and advice. “I go 
round to talk to people and 
give practical help.”

Energy coach Huib always has 
energy saving gadgets with him.

          Inclusive  
 and Equitable

    Society
46 47



It’s difficult to get help  
when you’re living in poverty. 
Shame, anxiety and complex 

rules all get in the way. The 
Instituut voor Publieke 

Economie (IPE) studied poverty 
relief policy. “I never realized 

that it was so fragmented.”

“People living in poverty receive allowances from the national 
government, but it is not enough to get by on. That is why  
Dutch municipalities provide additional help”, explains Jasper 
J. van Dijk, lead researcher at IPE. How they do this and who 
qualifies for help differs significantly from one municipality 
to another. “As a result, households may receive up to three 
hundred euros less per month in one municipality than in 
another. Even if their situation is exactly the same.”

Forms and service points
The differences between municipalities turned out not to be due 
to them being unwilling to help people. “Many municipalities 
offer the same types of assistance. For example, a bicycle, a 
laptop, a library subscription, public transport or a local food 
bank. But each of these schemes is organized slightly differently 
in each municipality.”
“We were surprised by the huge number of separate schemes. 
In many cases, people keep having to fill in forms repeatedly 
or report to yet another service point. Consequently, poverty 
relief policy is so fragmented and complex that it’s almost 
incomprehensible. Residents get caught up in all the 
bureaucracy, as do the municipalities themselves. With the 
result that many schemes don’t get used. For example, because 
residents are afraid of making mistakes in their application or 
because they don’t even know the schemes exist.”

Practical recommendations 
For this reason, IPE advocates for simplifying poverty relief 
policy. One recommendation is that some of the municipal 

“Poverty relief policy is 
almost incomprehensible”

schemes should be implemented at national level. It would 
also help to give people money instead of all kinds of separate 
membership cards, vouchers or items.
Fortunately, the IPE study also discovered inspiring practices, 
such as in Wageningen. There they invite everyone who’s 
eligible for poverty relief individually, to talk about their situation. 
What income and expenses do they have, and where are they 
cutting it short?

Pride
The Minister of Social Affairs and Employment at the time  
invited Van Dijk and his team to talk about the study. “From the 
detailed questions he asked, I could tell he’d read the report 
carefully. Having contributed to increasing knowledge and 
understanding of this subject at various levels, and really having 
set something in motion, gives me a sense of pride.”

Just the start
“It will take a lengthy process to get such a complex system 
as poverty relief policy in the Netherlands sorted out”, Jasper 
emphasizes. “So we view the report as a first step. Its launch 
caused quite a stir, which was nice. The TV show Kassa devoted 
an episode to it and several municipalities invited us to come 
and discuss it. Partly due to Adessium’s support, we were  
able to hire an extra researcher. This enabled us to accept 
further invitations and develop more focused recommendations, 
ultimately making it easier for municipalities to apply our 
findings in practice.” 

The portrayal in politics and the media 

of people who have to get by on a 

low income is often one-sided. So 

Kansfonds created an image database 

with photos of ambassadors who 

explain what it’s like to live in poverty.
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Iets met mensen (in omgeving)

Pori consend aectius intempo rrorporestem enihit volor am quid quat fuga. 
Enditature eicipicima dolendi utemporum restotae el ium aut mi, autenit atemque 
exerum qui blam int mculpario offictam repelit vollorr ovidereces mollanto ba nos 
alibus. Ererorerovid que simintium que eum coia venditatur? Quis quo torum.

Hier een bijschrift, wat zien we hier op deze foto.

Young people’s voices heard

In 2025, the Dutch National Youth Council (NJR) got together with over 12,000 young 
people and 10 ministries to work on the National Youth Strategy. This forms the 
basis for cohesive, future-proof youth policy and a good opportunity to give young 
people renewed prospects for the future and a long-term voice on these issues.

The National Youth Strategy is led by a steering group: a hundred randomly selected young people 
who decide on the topics.

Right: Villa Pinedo joined forces with 

TV show EenVandaag to conduct 

a large-scale study on divorce. An 

important and striking outcome: 59 

percent of young adults said they 

didn’t get enough support during their 

parents’ divorce. 

Top: Adessium is part of the 

Fondsencollectief Veilig en Gezond 

Opgroeien, a collective of foundations 

focused on enabling children to grow 

up safe and healthy. The collective 

provides support to Stichting voor 

Werkende Ouders for their study ‘How 

family-friendly is the Netherlands?’ 

Director Marjet Winsemius: “When 

visiting one respondent, I saw black 

mold creeping up the walls of the 

children’s bedroom.”
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Action against asylum laws

ASKV joined more than 115 
organizations to oppose the new 
Dutch asylum laws, that make 
unlawful residence a criminal 
offence. The ‘Stop the Asylum Laws’ 
campaign expressed a powerful 
dissenting voice. “Undocumented 
people are our neighbours and 
colleagues,” ASKV explains. The 
Dutch House of Representatives 
approved the proposal, but in April 
2026 the Senate rejected it.

Doctors, churches, aid organizations, police 
officers, educators, municipalities and many 
others indicate that the new asylum laws 
make their work impossible.

20 years of EPIM

What started in 2005 as a daring 
experiment in collective action has 
grown into a European ecosystem 
of partners collaborating across 
borders and sectors. In 2025 
EPIM, the European Philanthropic 
Initiative for Migration, celebrated 
its 20th anniversary. Over the years, 
the organization’s achievements 
have included more inclusive EU 
migration policy, better protection 
of migrant children and increased 
influence for emerging civil society 
organizations.

The celebration of EPIM’s 20th anniversary 
at the organization's Forum.

Back to the war

At the end of 2025, OPORA 
Foundation presented the study 
Navigating Return, on Ukrainians 
who lived in the EU under the 
temporary protection rules and 
returned home during the war. Many 
returned due to a combination 
of factors in host countries. For 
instance, high rents, a difficult 
employment market, problems 
faced by their children and a lack 
of support for parents who stayed 
behind in Ukraine. Among recent 
returnees the desire to leave again 
is greater than in other groups. This 
shows that a lot of uncertainty and 
problems still exist.

The conference The Future of Return.

When the mobile dental van from Doctors of the World visits 
the homeless shelter where Michel lives, it becomes clear 
that his teeth are in very poor condition. Since he cannot afford 
treatment, the organization helps him to get dentures.
“Life can suddenly take everything away from you. That was the 
hard lesson I learned when I lost both my wife and my father in 
a short period of time. That was just too much to lose. I got my 
things together, shut the door behind me and went traveling.”

No support network
When the COVID-19 pandemic puts an end to his travels, Michel 
returns penniless to the Netherlands. After living abroad for 
thirty years, he has no home or support network here and no 
option but the homeless shelter. Even though he finds work 
delivering mail, he doesn’t earn enough to make a new start.

Entrepreneurial spirit
With his entrepreneurial spirit, Michel soon starts trying to help 
fellow shelter residents, who often suffer from addiction or 
mental health problems. When one evening he sees a news 

item on Doctors of the World’s mobile dental care van, he gets 
in touch. He arranges for the van to come to the Salvation Army 
in his hometown.

Dentures
Michel: “On the day when the van visited, I took a seat in the 
dentist’s chair myself too. Unfortunately, my teeth turned out to 
be in a worse state than I thought: all my roots had infections. 
My teeth were beyond repair, the dentist told me: I had to get 
dentures.” As Michel was not able to pay the costs, Doctors of 
the World contributed to his treatment. 

Dental care in the basic insured package
Michel is one of the many people who can’t afford annual dental checkups 
and consequently don’t go to the dentist. In September 2025, the Dutch 
House of Representatives passed a motion to include this checkup in the 
basic insured package, a measure that Doctors of the World has long  
been advocating. Doctors of the World believes it’s important that the 
government funds this using tax income, so that it doesn’t lead to higher 
insurance premiums.

“My teeth 
were beyond 
repair,  
the dentist  
told me”
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For many people, Brussels seems far removed from their lives. 
But it’s not, Faustine of EEB argues: “Around 70 to 80 percent of 
national legislation on the environment and health is the result 
of EU rules. So Brussels has a direct impact on our daily life. 
For example, the fact that you can drink tap water anywhere in 
Europe is due to European legislation.”

Faustine believes that the role of civil society organizations* in the 
democratic process is crucial and indispensable. “We represent 
the voices that aren’t at the table in Brussels, such as groups 
of citizens, nature and the climate. We contribute perspectives 
from science and practice that otherwise would receive too little 
attention and struggle to be heard over the well-funded lobby 
representing business interests. Someone from outside the EU 
once said to me: this is advanced-level democracy, that the 
European Commission funds organizations that are then able to 
subject it to critical questioning. And that’s true. We’re very lucky 
to live in Europe, where the scope for this exists.” 

“We’re 
successful 
and that’s 
exactly 
why we get 
attacked”

A new political wind
Nick: “Understanding ‘Brussels’ is complex. I’ve been working 
here for 20 years now, and I thought I knew the system well. 
There was always a certain predictability and willingness to 
reach reasonable compromises. But the political wind has 
changed since the recent elections. Parties that target civil 
society organizations have united and now form the third largest 
group in the Parliament.”

Shortly after the 2024 elections, this group started a focused 
disinformation campaign. Faustine: “Civil society organizations 
were accused of being puppets of the European Commission, 
and of Frans Timmermans when it came to the Green Deal. 
That was even said to be illegal. It took a lot of effort to refute 
those unfounded accusations, but the damage had already 
been done. They had paved the way for a new means of putting 
pressure on civil society organizations.”

Civil society organizations  
play a crucial role in Brussels, but 

political attacks and disinformation 
are putting them under pressure. 
How can they protect their voice 
and democracy itself? Director 

Faustine Bas-Defossez of European 
Environmental Bureau (EEB)  
and Nick Aiossa, director of 

Transparency International EU 
(TI-EU), explain what’s at stake.

Top: protesters in favor of the  

Green Deal. // Middle left: Nick Aiossa 

from Transparency International EU.  

// Middle right: Faustine Bas-Defossez 

from EEB. // Bottom: slogan near the 

European Parliament.
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aimed at stopping funding for NGOs and dismantling legal 
protection measures.
Nick: “The attack on the Digital Services Act originates  
from this source. It’s a European law that makes the internet 
safer and fairer. They want to remove all possible regulatory 
obstacles for American companies, particularly for big  
tech companies.”

In the same budget discussions and in decision-making on 
new legislation, one word is repeated increasingly loudly: 
competitiveness. Nothing can be allowed to get in the way of 
competitiveness, even if that harms biodiversity or the climate. 
Faustine: “It’s all about short-term goals and the race against 
China and the US. On that pretext, green rules are diluted and 
laws are adopted under fast-track procedures, with much less 
scope for input from civil society organizations and citizens.”

Laws quietly eroded
Fortunately, the glass is still half full; at least, Faustine and 
Nick try to hold onto that feeling. Faustine: “We’re successful, 
and that’s exactly why we get attacked. The Green Deal 
came about through effective cooperation between science 
and policy, thanks to civil society organizations. For the 
next European elections in 2029 we will show citizens how 
important EU democracy and civil society organizations are. 
We also want to show them that it’s possible to take action. For 
example, with our Hands Off Nature petition, in which we show 
that protective European laws are being quietly eroded on the 
pretext of ‘simplification’.”

Nick: “The cooperation between NGOs in Brussels has 
strengthened greatly over the last 18 months, which is very 
encouraging. Our coalition has already made significant 
progress, such as the boycott of the scrutiny group for NGOs.” 
Faustine: “We also work together with businesses that have 
already invested in sustainability. They are suffering losses due 
to the uncertainty, which undermines EU competitiveness.” 
Nick: “Among civil society organizations and within our 
team, you notice a fighting spirit: we’re ready to take on this 
challenge.” Faustine: “The mission now is to protect what we 
still have: damage control.” Nick: “There’s still time. I’m an 
optimistic pessimist. Or a pessimistic optimist, depending on 
which way the wind is blowing in Brussels.”

Deterrent effect
Nick: “We succeeded in stopping an initiative to set up a 
special inquiry committee for NGOs. Such committees are 
normally only appointed in the case of major wrongdoing,  
such as the Pegasus spying scandal involving surveillance  
of journalists.”

Unfortunately, instead of this, a parliamentary scrutiny group 
for NGOs did get set up. Nick: “MEPs are now demanding  
that the European Commission produce hundreds of 
documents and contracts for NGOs that receive EU funding. 
This unfairly creates distrust and has a deterrent effect. As an 
anti-corruption organization we know that if you really want to 
track down fraud, you should be looking into high-risk sectors 
such as agricultural subsidies, not at these agreements. It’s a 
theatrical, politically motivated witch hunt.”

TI-EU and EEB joined other organizations in forming a  
coalition to respond to the attacks. They engaged in 
discussions with political groups. Nick: “We warned that 
legitimizing this scrutiny group is dangerous. Fortunately, 
we succeeded in convincing them, and progressive political 
groups decided to boycott the scrutiny group.” Unfortunately, 
just as with the disinformation campaign, the damage had 
already been done. Faustine notices the shift in practice:  

“Civil society organizations that wanted to organize an event 
with politicians were told that they were pulling out. It seems 
they believe the risks are too great.”

Crucial budget negotiations
Over the next two to three years, the battle will primarily 
play out during negotiations on the EU budget. Faustine: 
“European civil society organizations receive so-called operating 
grants: structural EU funding for their day-to-day work and 
organizational capacity, for example in the fields of human 
rights, the environment, youth and education. For European 
umbrella organizations in the environmental field, these 
subsidies are covered by the so-called LIFE regulation and 
there is a separate budget item for this. In the proposed  
new budget, that regulation ceases to exist, leading to 
uncertainty regarding funding for civil society organizations  
in policy-making processes.” 

The opponents of NGOs are vocal during the negotiations, 
inspired by American conservative think tanks working together 
with like-minded EU member states. Nick: “Their reasoning  
is simple: if you hand out blankets to homeless people  
then you deserve EU money. But not if you study why 
homelessness exists and make recommendations.” Just as  
in earlier attacks, these groups take an American approach, 

Adessium Foundation’s support
Adessium is working to maintain public funding for civil society 
organizations in the EU’s new multiannual budget (2028 – 2034). This budget 
determines, put simply, how much money there is for democracy, human 
rights, environment and climate. Certain political groups are trying to limit 
civil society organizations’ access and funding. Adessium supports partner 
organizations carrying out advocacy and campaigns in Brussels and the 
member states, so that civil society organizations can continue to fulfil  
their crucial role.

*In this article we use the terms NGOs and civil society organizations 
interchangeably. Our definition is: nonprofit organizations that work 
independently of government, pursue a social mission and/or operate 
outside of governments and the market (business) and promote civic 
participation.

“In our team, you notice a  

fighting spirit: we’re ready to  

take on this challenge”
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Adessium Foundation

Adessium Foundation was established in 2005 by the Van 
Vliet family, who have a background in asset management. 
The Foundation is recognized as a ‘public benefit organization’ 
(ANBI) by the Dutch tax authorities. 

As stipulated in multi-year agreements, Adessium Foundation 
periodically receives donations from an affiliated foundation 
which oversees capital set aside by the Van Vliet family. The 
allocation of donations by Adessium Foundation meant for 
public benefit is strictly separated from its asset management. 
Adessium Foundation does not receive any other resources 
than what is gifted by the family.

Adessium Foundation is a member of the Association of 
Foundations in the Netherlands (FIN) and the Philanthropy 
Europe Association (Philea). Adessium Foundation subscribes  
to the Philea code of conduct and complies with the FIN Code 
for Good Governance.
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The book by Villa Pinedo contains, among other things,  

tips and insights from children and young people about 

what they experience and feel when their parents divorce.
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1 These data have been derived from Adessium Foundation’s 2025 financial statements.
2 This concerns the total amount of pledged grants minus cancellations (projects cancelled early).
3 Adessium Foundation’s offices and meeting spaces have been made available to the foundation free of charge.
4 Programmatic-institutional support focuses on providing beneficiaries with the necessary means to achieve their long-term vision.

*This number does not take into account any agreements for small and one-off grants.

Overall grantmaking ¹

  Grants 2

  Project-related costs + exchange results of grants
  Operational expenses 3

  Total

Distribution across programs

  Informed Society
  Nature and Living Environment
  Just and Equitable Society
  Flexible funding

  Total

Distribution by type of support

  Programmatic-institutional 4

  Project-related

  Total

Distribution by region / intended results

  The Netherlands
  Rest of the European Union
  Rest of the world

  Total

Amounts in thousands of Euros

	 2025	 %

	 18.712	 91%
	 38	 0%
	 1.788	 9%

 
	20.538	 100%
	
	
	
	 4.938	 26%
	 4.625	 25%
	 5.729	 31%
	 3.420	 18%

 
	18.712	 100%
	
	
	
	 15.543	 83%
	 3.169	 17%

	18.712	 100%
	
	
	
	 9.381	 50%
	 5.766	 31%
	 3.565	 19%

	18.712	 100%

	 2024	 %

	 16.516	 90%
	 130	 1%
	 1.629	 9%

 	18.275	 100%

	 4.855	 30%
	 4.669	 28%
	 4.617	 28%
	 2.375	 14%

 	16.516	 100%

 	14.886	 90%
	 1.630	 10%

 	16.516	 100%

	 7.796	 47%
	 5.814	 35%
	 2.907	 18%

 	16.516	 100%

In 2025, Adessium Foundation 
spent a total of € 18.7 million in 

supporting organizations  
and projects. 2025 also saw 

the start of 11 new long-term 
partnerships, and the renewal of  
27 existing partnerships. In total, 

across 95 organizations, there 
were 101 active grants at the end  

of the year.*

Top: ASKV talks to members of  

the Dutch parliament about 

criminalizing undocumented people. 

// Center: When homeless Dolf (52) 

from Haarlem has broken dentures, 

he can’t afford to get them repaired. 

Doctors of the World helps him.  

// Bottom: The NJR’s National Youth 

Strategy On Tour recently toured 

events in cities in all twelve provinces.
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Informed Society
Arena for Journalism in Europe • Airwars • Article 19 • Balanced Economy Project • Bits of Freedom • Bureau Européen des Unions de 

Consommateurs (BEUC) • Civitates • Corporate Europe Observatory • CORRECTIV • De Balie • EUobserver • European AI & Society 

Fund • European Centre for Press and Media Freedom (ECPMF) • European Digital Rights • Forbidden Stories • Herprogrammeer 

de Overheid • Instituut voor Publieke Economie • Internews Europe • Investico • Investigate Europe • Lighthouse Reports • Lost in 

Europe • Media Defence • Open Markets Institute • Open State Foundation • Persvrijheidsfonds • PublicSpaces • The Examination • 

Transparency International EU • Urban Journalism Network

Nature and Living Environment
ARK Rewilding Nederland • CHEM Trust • ChemSec • ClientEarth • De 12 Reeuwijkse Plassen • Earth Journalism Network • Environmental 

Coalition on Standards (ECOS) • Enviu • European Environmental Bureau • Fair Resource Foundation • Food Packaging Forum • Global 

Fishing Watch • Health and Environment Alliance (HEAL) • Marilles Foundation • MedReAct • Med Sea Alliance • Natuur & Milieu • 

Natuur- en Milieufederatie Zuid-Holland • Oceans 5 • Pelagos initiative • Stichting Advocaat van de Aarde • Stichting Rechten van de 

Natuur • Tegengif • Transitiecoalitie Voedsel • Zero Waste Europe

Inclusive and Equitable Society
Amsterdams Solidariteits Komitee Vluchtelingen (ASKV) • Bureau Burgerberaad • De Regenboog Groep • De Vrolijkheid • Defence for 

Children • Dokters van de Wereld • Energiebank Nederland • European Council on Refugees and Exiles (ECRE) • European Philanthropic 

Initiative for Migration (EPIM) • Federation for Innovation in Democracy • Fonds Bijzondere Noden Rotterdam • Fonds Franciscus • 

Fondsencollectief Veilig en Gezond Opgroeien • House of Hope • IMC Weekendschool • JINC • Justice & Peace • Kansfonds • Landelijk 

Ongedocumenteerden Steunpunt (LOS) • Leger des Heils • Milieudefensie • Nationale Jeugdraad • Nederlandse Straatdokters 

Groep • ONSbank • OPORA Foundation • Pauluskerk Rotterdam • PILP • Platform for International Cooperation on Undocumented 

Migrants (PICUM) • Protestantse Diaconie Amsterdam • Quiet Nederland • Rotterdams Ongedocumenteerden Steunpunt (ROS) 

• SchuldHulpMaatje • Stichting Leergeld • Stichting Urgente Noden Nederland • Stichting voor stad en kerk (Stek) • Stichting 

Zwerfjongeren Nederland • Universiteit Leiden - Instituut Fiscale Transparantie • Villa Pinedo • VluchtelingenWerk Nederland

Flexible Funding
Artsen zonder Grenzen • African Parks • Cancer Center Amsterdam • Human Rights Watch (HRW) • Prinses Máxima Centrum • Stichting 

Taai • War Child Nederland

Smaller and one-time gifts are not included in the overview.

We are immensely proud 
of the creativity and 

perseverance our partner 
organizations employ.  

Each and every day they 
work on the important 

issues of our time.

Top: a mobile clinic run by  

Doctors Without Borders in Gaza. 

// Center left: a child returning from 

a food distribution point in Gaza. // 

Center right: a demonstrator who 

is in favor of USAID, the support 

by America for causes including 

journalism organizations in Europe.  

// Bottom: a global gathering 

organized by Zero Waste Europe.

6362

Our partners



One in five hospital beds

In 2025, Doctors Without Borders’ teams in Gaza treated more than 100,000 trauma patients, carried 
out tens of thousands of surgical procedures, supported around one in five hospital beds in Gaza 
and supervised one in three births. They also produced and distributed tens of millions of liters of 
clean water, providing hundreds of thousands of people with clean drinking water.

Staff from Doctors Without Borders treat the wounded in Gaza.

Return of the rhino

When rhinos return, grasslands revive, waterbodies refill, and local livelihoods 
grow. Nature recovers step by step as food webs rebuild and landscapes heal. 
African Parks’ Rhino Rewild project is returning 2,000 white rhinos from a former 
breeding facility to the wild. 

A young white rhinoceros in the former breeding facility.
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Vlaggetje

In a growing number of countries, 

nature is gaining its own place in law 

and governance. In the Netherlands, 

the Rights of Nature Foundation is 

working to advance this. For example 

in the Veluwe (pictured).
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