ANNUAL REPORT 2015
Adessium Foundation

C

CONTENT

Public
INTEREST

Foreword 6
Mission & Strategy 9
Programs 10
Organizational Support 13
Monitoring & Evaluation 15

Foreword 18
Investigative Journalism 20
Freedom of the Media 22
EU Integrity 24
Digital Rights 26
Refugees 28

PEOPLE &

Nature
Foreword 32
Marine Conservation 34
Combating Plastic
Pollution 37
Nature Conservation 40

Social
INITIATIVES

Foreword 46
Poverty 47
Community Shelters 50
Children in Shelters 54
Refugees and Undocumented
Migrants 58

Background 62
Financial Summary 2015 64
Board Member and Management
Biographies 66
Overview of Beneficiary
Organizations in 2015 68
Colophon 72

5

FOREWORD
2015 was a turbulent year. The initial focus on the Greek debt crisis
shifted after the summer to the unchecked flood of refugees, most of
them Syrians trying to escape their country’s civil war. And in November,
all eyes were trained on the Paris attacks, an act that was experienced by
many as a direct assault on our open, democratic society.
Both the refugee crisis and the Paris attacks underscore that our
efforts to achieve a balanced society are more important than ever. The
consequences can be major when some members of society are unable to
thrive, which in our view emphasizes the importance of broad community
inclusion. In discussions of refugees, the correct presentation of the facts,
critical reflection on the issues, and sufficient room for dissenting opinions
can increase our solidarity with these people in need.
Throughout the year, Adessium Foundation responded to the refugee
crisis by providing long-term support in several ways. We also made
several donations in the context of immediate relief. A donation to Doctors
Without Borders made medical help possible for Syrian war victims who
had fled to Iraq and Jordan. We contributed to a Red Cross project to
provide emergency shelter for 46,000 refugees who had reached the
European border. Support to organizations such as St. Paul’s Church in
Rotterdam and Stek in The Hague contribute to a more humane existence
for rejected asylum-seekers living on the streets in the Netherlands.
In addition to direct aid focused on alleviating distress, the promotion of
independent, factual information remains an important component of our
strategy. In this context, we support initiatives that inform people of the
underlying facts and thereby remove the fear and ignorance that surrounds
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the refugee question. We also contributed in 2015 to the Center for Public Integrity, to
strengthen its network of investigative journalists. The network has grown significantly in
recent years and we expect it to once again shine a clarifying light on societal abuses and
topics relevant to the public interest in 2016.
The balance between people and nature also remains a priority. We contribute to
organizations that focus on preventing pollution and environmental exhaustion, as well as
organizations that remove waste from the environment, such as one using the method a
student at the Delft University of Technology developed to collect and remove plastic from
the ocean using large floating barriers. In the near future, this method may prove to be a costeffective and scalable solution for the global problem of plastic pollution in marine areas.
In 2015 Adessium Foundation celebrated its ten-year anniversary with a retrospective in the
Wereldmuseum in Rotterdam on our journey of discovery over the past decade: a journey
that has produced a clear mission and three distinct programs that embody the intent of
Adessium’s founding family to make a significant contribution to society.
At the end of 2015, we supported a total of 121 multi-year initiatives spread across the
programs Public Interest, People & Nature, and Social Initiatives. In this annual report, we
are pleased to share with you how Adessium Foundation continues to fulfill its mission to
create a society that encourages people to live in harmony with one another and with their
environments.

Rogier van Vliet
Chairman of the Board

Pieter Stemerding
Managing Director
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MISSION &
STRATEGY
MISSION
Adessium Foundation aspires to a
society that encourages people to live in
harmony with each other and with their
environments. The Foundation works to
achieve a balanced society characterized
by integrity, a balance between people and
nature, and social harmony.
STRATEGY
Adessium Foundation gives substance
to its mission by selecting receiving
organizations that target subjects of
social importance. These grantees
strive to effect lasting positive change
in our society. The Foundation supports
organizations in the Netherlands and
initiatives targeting the European
community and the factors that affect
it. In addition to financial contributions,
Adessium Foundation provides
organizational support focused on
strengthening grantees’ capacity.
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Public
INTEREST

P

The work of ADESSIUM
FOUNDATION is
concentrated in the three
programs described below.

PROGRAMS

Adessium Foundation aspires to an open, democratic
society, in which the availability of independent and
factual information safeguards the public interest and
encourages ethical behavior.
The Foundation promotes the search for truth,
information analysis and interpretation, and critical
reflection regarding abuses and developments of
societal importance. The organization supports
initiatives that target fact-finding, analytic journalism,
public awareness, and advocacy. Adessium
Foundation also supports organizations that serve
to counterbalance private demands when the public
interest is at stake.
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PEOPLE &

Nature

Social
INITIATIVES

Adessium Foundation aspires to a society that
makes responsible use of nature and natural
resources. Humanity’s dependence on healthy
ecological systems is a central focus.

Adessium Foundation aspires to a society that
provides everyone with equal opportunities, with
a focus on human dignity, self-sufficiency, and
solidarity.

The Foundation helps protect important natural areas
and combat environmental exhaustion and pollution.
Adessium Foundation also targets the responsible
use and management of our oceans.

The Foundation supports initiatives that provide
assistance to people in vulnerable situations. We
focus specifically on innovative solutions for shelter
and guidance to help people escape poverty and
isolation.
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GRANTS
In 2015 Adessium Foundation spent a net amount of €18 million on its
mission. The Foundation signed nineteen new multi-year agreements
and renewed thirty-one existing ones. Forty-one agreements were
completed. This brings the total number of active grantee agreements at
the end of 2015 to 121, with a total of 110 receiving organizations.
ORGANIZATIONAL SUPPORT
In addition to financial contributions, Adessium Foundation provides
organizational support where appropriate. The receiving organization’s
needs in that regard are defined before the partnership begins.
Sometimes Adessium Foundation provides the desired support itself; in
other cases, it provides the financial room to procure external support.
Organizational support may include help drafting strategic plans,
jointly identifying impact indicators, and advice on the organization’s
administrative and governance structure.
In 2015 Adessium Foundation examined our receiving organizations’
administrative setup. Our inquiry led to a tightening of the requirements
for payment procedures. We advised our grantees regarding their
payment protocols with the goal of helping them optimize their financial
processes and minimize the risk of fraud. We have shared the results of
our inquiry with the philanthropic sector in the hope of contributing to its
further professional development.
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MONITORING
&
EVALUATION
Adessium Foundation aspires to effectively invest its funds
in ways that create the greatest possible societal value. To
that end, the Foundation devotes considerable attention to
monitoring and evaluating its receiving organizations and their
activities.
In addition to active monitoring of each project, we run an
external evaluation for the duration of larger programs. These
evaluations, of which roughly sixty have been completed
since 2010, examine the relevance, effectiveness, efficiency,
impact, and lasting benefit of the interventions the Foundation
supports. Evaluations often confirm the positive outcomes and
points for improvement revealed in the monitoring process.
However, they also provide grantees with a useful external
view of their work and internal structure. This generates
valuable insights and stimulates discussion on receiving
organizations’ strategy and approach. The results can lead to
a sharper strategy and focus and are also used to improve our
own application and monitoring processes.

15

Public

INTEREST

Adessium Foundation aspires to an open, democratic society, in which the
availability of independent and factual information safeguards the public
interest and encourages ethical behavior.
The Foundation promotes the search for truth, information analysis and
interpretation, and critical reflection regarding abuses and developments of
societal importance. The organization supports initiatives that target factfinding, analytic journalism, public awareness, and advocacy. Adessium
Foundation also supports organizations that serve to counterbalance private
demands when the public interest is at stake.
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FOREWORD
A good example of how journalism and lobbying can reinforce
each other appeared in early 2015, when the International
Consortium of Investigative Journalists published an exposé on
tax avoidance. Thanks in part to these revelations, EU member
states are now making agreements to ease the sharing of tax
information across borders so that tax fraud can be combated.
In 2015, we further bolstered the synergy between lobbying
activities and information exposure. Once abuses are made
public, organizations can call for the necessary policy changes.
In the coming years, we will use this synergy to maximize the
effect of our work on the following social issues: the integrity of
European institutions, the integrity of financial and tax systems,
digital rights and privacy, food safety and public health, and the
refugee situation.
The theme of migration has been on our agenda for quite some
time, and the refugee crisis in 2015 impelled us to sharpen our
focus and objectives. A humane and tenable asylum policy in
the Netherlands and the European Union is more urgent than
ever, as are initiatives that inform people of the underlying facts
and thereby remove the fear and ignorance that surround the
refugee question.
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Once abuses are made
public, organizations can
call for the necessary
policy changes
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THE BUREAU OF
INVESTIGATIVE
JOURNALISM

INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISM
Adessium Foundation works to foster the
analysis of social issues and thereby draw
attention to societal abuses. Investigative
journalism can play an important role in this
endeavor, but it is currently in a difficult
position. Traditional business models
in journalism are under pressure and
editors’ budgets for in-depth investigation
continue to shrink. At the same time, we
are witnessing the emergence of promising
networks in which journalists work together
to publish groundbreaking research and
stories that advance the public interest.
Adessium Foundation encourages this
inventive collaboration by facilitating
specific journalistic productions. We also
support networking organizations that
enable journalists to share their knowledge
and skills.

In 2015 the
Bureau of Investigative
Journalism generated
significant media attention with
its reports on American drone
strikes in Pakistan, Afghanistan,
Yemen, and Somalia. The publications
have heightened public awareness
of drone warfare and the
inadequacy of the American
accountability framework.

CORRECT!V

Journalists work
together to publish
groundbreaking research

Germany’s Correct!v, one
of our new grantees, conducts
research on multidrug-resistant
bacteria. The journalists at Correct!v
gather data and information on infections
with resistant bacteria in European hospitals
and nursing homes. The aim of the project is
to expose the evolution of “superbugs” and
illuminate the associated consequences
for society. This topic aligns with
our focus on food safety
and public health.
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REPORTERS
WITHOUT BORDERS

FREEDOM OF THE MEDIA
Journalism can only flourish in an
environment in which journalists
can do their work without fear of
repercussions. Media freedom
is therefore vital, but it is under
increasing pressure, even in Europe.
Government surveillance, often
under the guise of anti-terrorism
measures, limits journalists’ ability
to work. In Eastern European
countries, journalists are increasingly
being charged with libel. The result:
journalists more often self-censor
in fear of legal harassment, so that
not all facts and events that affect
the public interest come to light.
Adessium Foundation supports
organizations that promote media
freedom and champion the protection
of journalists and their sources.
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Reporters Without
Borders publishes the annual
World Press Freedom Index,
thereby providing a tool to call to
task the governments of countries that
rank poorly. In 2015, the index spurred
several countries, including Morocco
and Pakistan, to open a dialogue
with Reporters Without Borders
regarding their position on the
press freedom ladder.

Journalists more often
self-censor in fear of legal
harassment
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TRANSPARENCY
INTERNATIONAL EU

EU INTEGRITY
As citizens, we elect representatives based on
our faith that they will serve our interests ethically
and transparently. This holds not only for our
national governments, but also for European
Union institutions. Unfortunately, integrity and
transparency cannot be taken for granted in
government endeavors.
Spurred by the euro crisis,
Transparency International EU
launched research and lobbying
projects in 2015 to promote the
integrity of the European Central Bank,
the European Stability Mechanism, and
the European Investment Bank. The goal
is to help uphold the public interest in
EU decision-making in general and
decision-making that concerns
the euro area in particular.

Integrity and
transparency
cannot be taken
for granted
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BITS OF FREEDOM

DIGITAL RIGHTS
From self-driving cars to the
smart refrigerator and our beloved
smartphones: our personal data
is recorded in countless locations.
But who ensures that this
information stays confidential?
As the pace of technological
innovation increases, this question
becomes ever more important.
Regulation and legislation to
protect the public interest can
no longer keep pace with new
developments. Governments
store data in the name of security,
but that can result in unmonitored
and disproportionate forms of
scrutiny that violate the right to
privacy. It is important to inform
citizens and to continue to shield
them from data exploitation and
surveillance and to keep this topic
on the policy-makers’ agendas.
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Bits of Freedom, one of
our grantees, successfully
contributed to the coalition that
fought the mandated retention of
telecommunications data in 2015. Thanks
in part to this resistance, the Netherlands’
data retention law was struck down by
the Dutch court. The court ruled that
the government was collecting a
disproportionate amount of
data on its citizens.

But who ensures that
this information stays
confidential?
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EUROPEAN COUNCIL ON
REFUGEES AND EXILES

REFUGEES
The increased flow of refugees to Europe and
the inability of European governments to respond
adequately was one of the key challenges facing
European society in 2015. The ability to provide
shelter to people fleeing persecution and violence
came under pressure in several European
countries. This humanitarian crisis has spurred
Adessium Foundation to examine and enrich our
objectives on this theme. As a result, we are
working to achieve a humane and sustainable
asylum policy in the Netherlands and Europe and
helping to broaden public support for refugees
in our society. Our Public Interest and Social
Initiatives programs are jointly working to integrate
refugees in the Netherlands and to provide relief to
refugees in need.

We are working to
achieve a humane
and sustainable
asylum policy
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In its dedicated AIDA
database, the European
Council on Refugees and Exiles
collects data on current asylumseeker reception conditions and
procedures in several EU member
states. Many member states used this
information in 2015 to gain insight into
their own asylum policies and used
that awareness to implement
policy changes.
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PEOPLE &

Nature
Adessium Foundation aspires to a society that makes responsible use of
nature and natural resources. Humanity’s dependence on healthy ecological
systems is a central focus.
The Foundation helps protect important natural areas and combat
environmental exhaustion and pollution. Adessium Foundation also targets
the responsible use and management of our oceans.

F

FOREWORD
Several positive developments occurred in 2015
related to the protection of our oceans. Important
steps were taken toward better management of
international waters. For the first time in twenty
years, the United Nations launched a process
that should result in a binding treaty by 2018
to protect waters outside national borders. In
addition, concrete reforms were implemented
under the new European fisheries policy and
steps were taken to achieve the objective of at
least 10 percent protected marine areas by 2020.
Regarding the exhaustion and pollution of the
environment, our focus in recent years has
been on combating plastic waste. At the start
of 2015 the academic journal Science published
clearly substantiated figures on the scope of
this persistent and widespread form of pollution.
This information helps direct efforts to tackle the
problem and encourages, among other things,
the reduction of plastic waste, better waste
management, and the removal of plastic from
rivers and oceans.
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10%

marine
protected
areas by
2020

Every year,

8 million

tons of plastic end
up in our oceans
In 2015 there was much attention on combating
wildlife crime. In this context, Adessium
Foundation supports international organizations
that call for a halt to poaching and the illegal trade
in wild animals. We also support organizations
working to reintroduce wildlife populations
and organizations that preserve unique natural
systems on land.

Rhinoceros poaching
rose nearly 10,000%
between 2007 and 2014
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OCEANA

MARINE CONSERVATION
Oceans are crucial for a viable global climate;
they provide drinking water, oxygen, and,
through fish stocks, sufficient protein. Despite
this major contribution to our quality of life,
less than 5 percent of the world’s oceans
are protected from overfishing, pollution, and
other forms of human activity such as oil and
gas extraction.
Adessium Foundation works to protect these
important but fragile bodies of water by
supporting the creation of marine protected
areas, improving the sustainability of the
global fishing trade, and other activities.

Oceana worked with
Google and SkyTruth to
develop the Global Fishing
Watch, an online platform where
everyone who wants to can monitor
commercial fishing boats and thus
expose illicit practices. This is a
way in which the public can help
governments protect our oceans
against illegal fishing.
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ENVIRONMENTAL
JUSTICE
FOUNDATION

Based on the report
“Thailand’s Seafood
Slaves,” the Environmental
Justice Foundation ensured
that the European Union—a major
market for Asian fish—could demand
improvements to fishing law in
Thailand, Taiwan, and the Comoros,
among other countries. This
will help put a stop to
illegal fishing.

Oceans provide
drinking water,
oxygen, and,
through fish
stocks, protein

GLOBAL OCEAN
COMMISSION

Less than
5 percent of
the world’s
oceans are
protected

Adessium
Foundation has
supported the Global Ocean
Commission in recent years
in prioritizing marine protection in
international politics. Thanks in part to the
Commission’s work, the United Nations has
included a separate goal for our oceans in
the Sustainable Development Goals. That
will keep marine protection high on the
political agenda and ensure that
funding for ocean conservation
remains available.
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OCEAN
CONSERVANCY

COMBATING PLASTIC POLLUTION
The rise of plastic has made our lives easier
and more enjoyable in many ways. Plastic can
last for centuries, and its low production costs
are the icing on the success-story cake. It’s no
wonder the use of plastic has increased tenfold
in the past fifty years and is expected to double
again in the coming twenty.
Yet the picture also has a less rosy side. Of
all plastic packaging worldwide, 95 percent is
discarded after a single use. And more than
30 percent of this waste is not recycled or
otherwise collected, but ends up as litter in the
environment. As a result, some 8 million tons of
plastic float into our oceans each year.
Adessium Foundation supports organizations
that are working to put an end to this massive
pollution, for example by preventing plastic
from entering the water or reducing the use of
plastic.

In its report
“Stemming the Tide,”
Ocean Conservancy showed
that 45 percent of the plastic that
ends up in our oceans comes from
five Asian countries. Improving waste
collection and treatment systems in
these countries could be a crucial
step in substantially reducing the
amount of plastic litter in a
short span of time.

The rise of
plastic has
made our
lives easier
in many
ways
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SURFRIDER
FOUNDATION

The Surfrider Foundation’s
creative publicity campaigns
and its sophisticated lobbying
strategy significantly influenced the
adoption of the EU directive designed to
stop the distribution of lightweight plastic
bags. Member states are now required
to take measures to reduce their use.
For example, the Netherlands has
banned the provision of plastic
bags free of charge starting
on January 1, 2016.

It’s no wonder
the use of plastic
has increased
twentyfold in the
past fifty years

38

ZERO WASTE
EUROPE

Zero Waste Europe
welcomed the
300th Zero Waste
Municipality to its
network

In 2015, Zero Waste Europe
welcomed the 300th Zero Waste
Municipality to its network, thanks in
part to Adessium Foundation’s support.
These European cities and counties
have committed to using separated
waste collection and processing
to reduce their residual waste
to an absolute minimum.
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WILDLIFE JUSTICE
COMMISSION

NATURE CONSERVATION
The gravity of wildlife crime has been recognized
at the international level now the United Nations
General Assembly has adopted a resolution on
the illegal poaching of endangered species such
as tigers, rhinoceroses, and elephants. Countries
have been called upon to put an end to this form of
organized crime. Adessium Foundation supports
organizations that work to stop this trade on both the
supply and demand sides. Closer to home, Adessium
Foundation contributes to projects targeting the
restoration of unique natural reserves such as the
Velebit mountain range in Croatia and Marker Lake in
the Netherlands.

The gravity
of wildlife
crime has been
recognized
at the
international
level
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The Wildlife Justice
Commission was founded
in March 2015. This commission
comprises experts in international civil
and criminal law and conservation from
several countries. The commission works
to collect and prepare evidence against
poachers and traders in order to persuade
Asian and African governments to prosecute
criminal networks. The first cases are
expected to be tried in 2016 in
the countries concerned.

REWILDING
EUROPE

The rewilding
concept works
to restore
wildlife in
landscapes

In the Velebit mountain
range in Croatia, a group
of twenty-three wild horses
were released as part of a project
by Rewilding Europe, an organization
that works to restore natural processes
and wildlife in ten European landscapes
facing shrinkage—areas where the
rewilding concept could offer an
attractive environmental and
economic perspective.
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MARKER WADDEN

The project will
create a bay of
sandbanks that
ensures the
restoration of nature

In 2015 the
tender process
completed for the Marker
Wadden project: a group of
islands made of sand and silt from
the Marker Lake itself. The project will
create a bay of sandbanks that ensures
the restoration of nature in and
around the lake, creating an area
where fish swim, birds rest, and
people can enjoy nature in
peaceful silence.
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People can
enjoy nature in
peaceful silence
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Social
INITIATIVES

Adessium Foundation aspires to a society that provides everyone
with equal opportunities, with a focus on human dignity, selfsufficiency, and solidarity.
The Foundation supports initiatives that provide assistance to
people in vulnerable situations. We focus specifically on innovative
solutions for shelter and guidance to help people escape poverty
and isolation.

F

FOREWORD
Thanks to the Netherlands’ cautious economic
recovery, the rise in poverty came to a halt in
2015. Poverty itself has turned out to be more
persistent; the number of people experiencing
long-term financial problems continues to grow.
In the past year, we have also seen what the
“participatory society” encouraged by the Dutch
government means in practice. The decentralization
of government responsibilities to municipalities and
the accompanying budget cuts have led to fewer
people performing the same amount of work in the
social services sector. That extra work pressure
sometimes impairs the quality of the service
provided.

718,000
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households living in poverty

As a society, we are faced with the challenge
of caring for people in vulnerable situations and
providing encouragement that enables them to
improve their personal situations. Through our
Social Initiatives program, Adessium Foundation
hopes to help meet this challenge, through a
specific focus on the themes of poverty, community
shelters, children in shelters, and refugees and
undocumented migrants.

FONDS
BIJZONDERE
NODEN

LEERGELD
NEDERLAND

77,303

Adessium Foundation supports organizations that
provide direct relief to people in financial difficulty,
as well as organizations that provide sustainable
support to help people get out of trouble and take
steps toward financial independence. It is very
important, once emergency aid has been provided,
to motivate people to regain control of their lives.
People who actively participate in society can enter
an upward spiral that helps them do just that.

children are helped by Leergeld

POVERTY
In the Netherlands, we generally define poverty
using a low-income threshold of roughly 1,000 euros
per month for a single person and 1,900 euros for
a couple with children. In 2015 our country had an
estimated 718,000 households living in poverty
according to this definition, a slight decrease
compared to 2014. Experience shows that it is
important to provide rapid assistance to households
that have fallen into poverty. The shorter the poverty
persists, the greater the chance of escaping it.

In 2015, Fonds
Bijzondere Noden
Rotterdam (Rotterdam
Fund for Emergency Relief)
provided emergency aid
to 1,566 people in acute
financial difficulties.

Leergeld
Nederland
(Dutch Association of
Tuition Foundations) helped
77,303 children by providing
a contribution that enabled
them to participate in social
or sports activities or
purchase a bicycle,
for example.
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CORDAID
NEDERLAND

Through its Coöperatief
Ondernemen in Nederland
(Dutch Entrepreneurship Cooperative)
program, Cordaid Nederland encourages
people to start their own companies. By
running a business, people emerge from
isolation, make new contacts and have new
experiences, and regain control of their
lives. Nine new cooperatives were started
in 2015, bringing the total to twenty.
Four to sixteen entrepreneurs
are members of each
cooperative.

Cooperatives

20
9

in total

new
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STICHTING
PRESENT

5,800

social projects have been realized

Thanks to increased
capacity and brand
awareness, the volunteer-run
Stichting Present foundation
carried out 5,800 social
projects in 2015, an increase
of 14 percent compared to
the previous year.
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COMMUNITY SHELTERS
Psychological, financial, and relationship problems
are often the root of people being forced to leave
their homes. If they cannot find new housing on their
own, they end up in a community shelter, such as
those run by the Salvation Army or a local women’s
shelter. In 2015, roughly 900 families, including some
1,300 children, relied on community shelters.
A stable living situation is a first prerequisite in
helping people regain control of their lives. In
this context, Adessium Foundation supports
organizations that work to improve and reinforce the
quality of neighborhood shelters. We also support
organizations that use volunteers to help people in
vulnerable situations. Finally, Adessium Foundation
promotes stronger and better-quality shelters
through scientific research and by sharing knowledge
throughout the sector with the ultimate goal of
increasing people’s self-sufficiency.

BUDGETMAATJE
010

LIFE GOALS

Budgetmaatje 010
(Budget Buddy Amsterdam)
links volunteers with people
who are having trouble managing
their finances. The goal of these
activities is for the volunteers to
teach their “buddies” skills so they
become financially self-reliant.
There were 99 active buddy
volunteers in 2015.

Volunteers teach
their “buddies”
skills so they
become financially
self-reliant

In September, Amsterdam
hosted the Homeless World Cup,
an international street soccer event for
people in community shelters. Adessium
Foundation supported the Stichting Life
Goals foundation in guiding the event’s
Dutch participants. The goal is to use
sports activities to help people whose
lives have been disrupted find
their way to a better future.
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HOUSE OF HOPE

1,140
860
660

home visits
walk-in activities
helping-hand projects

House of Hope
organizes social activities
such as do-it-yourself projects,
community meals, and support
groups in the Zuid district of Rotterdam.
In 2015, the organization conducted
660 helping-hand projects, 860 walkin activities, and 1,140 home visits
with the goal of piercing persistent
isolation and encouraging people
to once again participate in
society.

Encouraging
people to
participate in
society
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STICHTING
KINDERPOSTZEGELS

CHILDREN IN SHELTERS
Children in shelters are confronted
with the effects of domestic violence,
neglect, financial problems, mental
illness, and addiction. They spend
anywhere from several weeks to more
than a year in austere spaces that
afford little privacy. Half these children
experience their own emotional
or behavioral problems, which are
reinforced by the situation in which
they are growing up.

Through the Veilige
Toekomst (Secure Future)
program, Stichting Kinderpostzegels
(the Stamps for Kids Foundation)
and partners are working to create safe
housing at five shelter locations, reaching
more than a thousand children. The project
also includes a lobbying component to
call government attention to the plight of
children living in shelters, to ensure
that sufficient funding remains
available for children’s aid.

Adessium Foundation wants to
improve the situation of children living
in women’s shelters and homeless
shelters by helping them find safe and
stable housing and by providing childcentered family counseling.

Children spend
anywhere from
several weeks to
more than a year
in austere spaces

54

WORLD CONFERENCE OF
WOMEN’S SHELTERS

1,000

participants from 115 countries

In November,
Queen Maxima of
the Netherlands opened the
World Conference of Women’s
Shelters, a platform where people
who work in women’s shelters can
exchange experiences. The conference’s
160 workshops were attended by 1,000
participants from 115 countries. The goal
of this annual conference is to create
a systematic global approach to
reduce violence against women
and their children.

Providing
childcentered
family
counseling
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TUSSENVOORZIENING

At
Tussenvoorziening
(Safety Net), an organization
that provides overnight shelter and
housing counseling in the Utrecht
area, we supported a program designed
to recruit and train childcare volunteers.
When volunteers are able to provide
children with sufficient care and
attention, it creates the peace and
space the parents need to get
their lives in order.

It creates the
peace and
space the
parents need to
get their lives
in order
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PAULUSKERK

REFUGEES AND UNDOCUMENTED MIGRANTS
In 2015, tens of thousands of refugees came to the
Netherlands. In total 47,764 people found themselves in one
of the roughly one hundred reception centers during the year.
Adessium Foundation aspires to a dignified existence for
everyone in our country, including refugees and people without
residence permits. The latter group in particular is invisible in
our society, which means these people are in an extremely
vulnerable position.
Our Social Initiatives and Public Interest programs are working
together to examine how we can contribute to retaining
sufficient public support for refugee reception, despite
increased pressure on the social services system. Our grantees
include organizations that focus on activities such as language
lessons, social integration, and medical assistance.

People without
residence permits
are invisible in
our society
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The Pauluskerk
(St. Paul’s Church)
in Rotterdam provided
medical and legal aid to
1,166 undocumented
people in 2015.

DEFENCE FOR
CHILDREN

47,764

people found themselves in one of the roughly one hundred reception centers

Toward a
dignified
existence for
everyone in
our country

Defence for Children
provided legal advice
in 241 cases involving
family migration.
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RODE KRUIS

We supported the Red
Cross in improving refugee
access to medical assistance. One
such project is the development of
the Refugee Buddy App, which provides
refugees with digital information that
helps them become better acquainted
with their new surroundings. Volunteers
are also trained to help ensure that
undocumented people receive
the care to which they are
entitled.

Improving refugee
access to medical
assistance
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B
BACKGROUND
Adessium Foundation was established in 2005 by the Van Vliet
family, which has a background in asset management. The
Foundation is recognized as a “public benefit organization”
(ANBI) by the Dutch tax authorities.
Adessium Foundation is a member of the Association of
Foundations in the Netherlands (FIN) and the European
Foundation Centre (EFC). Adessium Foundation subscribes to
both organizations’ codes of conduct.
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THE BOARD
Final responsibility for Adessium Foundation lies with its board of
directors (the Board). The Board approves management’s strategic
multiannual plan and thus determines the organization’s policy. The
Board also ensures that this policy is correctly implemented. Pledges
above a certain size require the Board’s approval. The Board
comprises Rogier van Vliet (chairman), Jan Meijerman, and HendrikJan Laseur.*
MANAGEMENT
Under the Board’s responsibility, the management team is charged
with providing Adessium Foundation’s day-to-day leadership and is
tasked with preparing and executing the organization’s policy. The
management team comprises Pieter Stemerding (managing director)
and Rogier van der Weerd (director of programs).*
OPERATIONAL TEAM
As of December 31, 2015, Adessium Foundation’s operational
team comprises twelve people (10.25 FTEs). In addition to the two
directors, the team includes five program managers, one assistant
program manager, and four general staff members.
* Short biographies of the Board and management team members are on
pages 66-67.
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FINANCIAL
SUMMARY
2015
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Amounts in thousands of euros

2015

2014

OVERALL GRANTMAKING*

Grants

€ 17,917

92%

€ 14,947

91%

Operational expenses

€ 1,644

8%

€ 1,462

9%

€ 19,561

100%

€ 16,409

100%

€ 7,463

41%

€ 4,915

33%

€ 1,572

10%

DISTRIBUTION OVER PROGRAMS

Public Interest
Just Society (phasing out)
People & Nature

€ 4,433

25%

€ 3,971

27%

Social Initiatives

€ 6,021

34%

€ 4,489

30%

€ 17,917

100%

€ 14,947

100%

Programmatic-institutional**

€ 12,089

67%

€ 8,789

59%

Project-related

€ 5,828

33%

€

6,158

41%

€ 17,917

100%

€ 14,947

100%

DISTRIBUTION BASED ON TYPE OF SUPPORT

* These data have been derived from Adessium Foundation’s 2015 financial statements.
** Programmatic-institutional support is focused on enhancing beneficiaries in support of their long-term mission.
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Rogier van Vliet
Rogier van Vliet received his bachelor of
arts in international business at Webster
University in Leiden, the Netherlands.
Thereafter, he worked for asset management
company Transtrend from 1999 to 2002,
most recently filling the role of executive
secretary. Since 2002 Mr. Van Vliet has
worked for Multifund, a privately held
investment company where he served as
director from 2004 to 2013; since 2014 he is
the company’s managing director. From 2011
through 2015 Mr. Van Vliet served on the
board of directors at Oceana, an international
organization that works to protect the world’s
oceans.
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD OF
DIRECTORS SINCE JUNE 2005

BOARD
MEMBER AND
MANAGEMENT
BIOGRAPHIES
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Jan Meijerman
Jan Meijerman studied law at Erasmus
University in Rotterdam, the Netherlands.
Mr. Meijerman has over twenty-five years
of international experience providing legal
advice on financial transactions, including
mergers and acquisitions. From 2005
to 2009, he was responsible for human
resources and international business, among
other duties, as the vice president of legal
firm Holland Van Gijzen. Mr. Meijerman is
now a senior partner at Holland Van Gijzen.
BOARD MEMBER SINCE
DECEMBER 2007

Hendrik-Jan Laseur
Hendrik-Jan Laseur is an economist
who earned his master of business
administration at INSEAD in Paris, France.
Through his company Lead the Change,
Mr. Laseur provides strategic advice to the
leaders of NGOs, foundations, and financial
institutions on the interface between social,
ecological, and financial impact. Before
that, Mr. Laseur was the principal advisor
to UNICEF’s executive director in New
York. Prior to UNICEF, he worked for ABN
AMRO Bank in Tokyo, Frankfurt, London,
Amsterdam, and Zurich. Mr. Laseur was
a board member of IUCN Nederland until
December 2013, and until November 2015
he was on the board at the Center for Public
Integrity in Washington, DC. Since 2013 he
has also been a member of the advisory
board at SustainAbility, a London think tank.
BOARD MEMBER SINCE OCTOBER 2013

Pieter Stemerding
MANAGING DIRECTOR

Pieter Stemerding received his master of
science in political science at the University
of Amsterdam. Before he joined Adessium
Foundation in 2007 he led the International
Field Program for WWF in the Netherlands.
Prior to that, he worked as a program
specialist for the United Nations’ Food
and Agriculture Organization in Rome
and for the United Nations Development
Program in New York. Mr. Stemerding is
a member of the supervisory board at the
Erasmus Centre for Strategic Philanthropy
and a member of the board of directors at
Alliance Publishing Trust.

Rogier van der Weerd
DIRECTOR OF PROGRAMS

Rogier van der Weerd received his master
of engineering in air and space technology
from Delft University of Technology in
Delft, the Netherlands. Before Mr. Van
der Weerd joined Adessium Foundation
in 2009, he was an associate partner for
health care at management consulting
organization Boer & Croon. Prior to that,
he was employed by the Monitor Group, an
American strategy consulting firm, where
he served as project manager for consulting
projects in a variety of industries.
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OVERVIEW OF
BENEFICIARY
ORGANIZATIONS
IN 2015
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Public
INTEREST

Access Info Europe
Amnesty International Nederland
The European Consumer Organization
Bits of Freedom
BRITDOC*
Center for Public Integrity/International Consortium
of Investigative Journalists
ClientEarth/Aarhus Centre EU
Committee to Protect Journalists
Corporate Europe Observatory
Correct!v*
EUObserver
European Council on Refugees and Exiles
European Digital Rights
Finance Watch
Foodwatch
Friends of the Earth Europe
Global Investigative Journalism Network
Investico
Journalismfund.eu
Media Development Investment Fund
Media Legal Defence Initiative
Meldpunt Mores
Muckraker*
Network of European Foundations
Open Knowledge Foundation
Open State Foundation
Paradox*
Privacy International

Reporters Without Borders
Stichting Vredeseducatie
The Bureau of Investigative Journalism*
Transparency International
Vereniging van Onderzoeksjournalisten
VJ Movement*
VoteWatch Europe
WITNESS
World Press Photo

PEOPLE &

Nature

African Parks Network
Circle Economy
ClientEarth
Deep Sea Conservation Coalition
Duik De Noordzee Schoon
Environmental Investigation Agency
Environmental Justice Foundation
Enviu*
Ex’tax
Fauna & Flora International
Funding Fish
Global Ocean Commission
GOB - Grup Balear D’ornitologia i Defensa de
la Naturalesa
Greenpeace
Healthy Seas
IUCN-Netherlands Committee
Marine Stewardship Council*
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Naturalis
Natuur & Milieu
Natuurmonumenten*
New Economics Foundation
Oceana
Ocean Conservancy
Plastic Oceans
Plastic Soup Foundation
Rewilding Europe
Seas At Risk
Stichting De Noordzee
Stichting Natuurbehoud Kerfwetering
Surfrider Foundation
The Borneo Initiative
The Ocean Cleanup*
Wageningen Universiteits Fonds/BESTTuna Project
Wereld Natuur Fonds
Wildlife Justice Commission*
Zero Waste Europe

Social
INITIATIVES

Alliance Publishing Trust
Artsen Zonder Grenzen
Bibliotheek Gouda
Blijf Groep*
Colour Kitchen
Cordaid
Critical Mass
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Defence for Children
de Vrolijkheid
Dutch Cell Dogs
Erasmus Centre for Strategic Philanthropy (ECSP)
European Foundation Centre (EFC)
Erasmus MC Vriendenfonds
European Venture Philanthropy Association (EVPA)
Exodus
Femmes for Freedom
Fonds Bijzondere Noden Rotterdam
Gevangenenzorg Nederland
Het Vergeten Kind
Hotel Heppie
House of Hope*
Humanitas
IMC Weekendschool
JINC
Johan Cruyff Foundation
Kinderpostzegels
Max Maakt Mogelijk
NIVOZ
Partners in Health
Prinses Máxima Centrum
Prokkel
Radboud Universiteit*
R.C. Maagdenhuis
Resto VanHarte
Rijksmuseum
Rode Kruis*
Rotterdams Philharmonisch Orkest
SailWise
Samen 010
Stad en Kerk*
Stem in de Stad

Stichting De Waterheuvel
Stichting IMMO
Stichting Life Goals*
Stichting Landelijk Ongedocumenteerden
Steunpunt (LOS)
Stichting Diaconaal Centrum Pauluskerk
Stichting Present
Stichting Regenboog*
Stichting Repair Café Nederland
Stichting Samenwerking voor Urgente Noden
Stichting ’t Pakhuys Zorgbeheer
Stichting Vier het Leven
Stichting Vrienden UMC Utrecht
Stichting Wielewaal
Tussenvoorziening*
Vereniging van Fondsen in Nederland - FIN
Vereniging van Stichtingen Leergeld
Villa Pinedo*
Voedselbanken Nederland
VU Medisch Centrum
Zadkine

JUST

Society

(program being phased out)
ARIADNE Network
Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue
Crisis Action
Front Line Defenders
Global Fund for Human Rights
Global Witness
International Center for Transitional Justice
Institute for Historical Justice and Reconciliation
International Crisis Group
Interpeace
Leids Universiteits Fonds/Leerstoel Kinderrechten
Movies that Matter
PAX
Stichting Vluchteling
Stichting voor Vluchteling-Studenten UAF
Vluchtelingenwerk Nederland
War Child
World Federalist Movement/Institute for
Global Policy

* = new in 2015
Note: small and one-time gifts are not included in this
overview.
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Nino Salkic´ / Rewilding Europe
Thijs Wolzak
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Thijs Wolzak
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Disclaimer
This annual report provides information about Adessium
Foundation’s activities. Adessium Foundation cannot guarantee that the information provided is entirely accurate, complete, and
current. Adessium Foundation accepts no liability whatsoever for damages of any kind that may result from the use of or reliance
on the information provided. No rights may be derived from the information provided. The content and design of this annual
report are subject to intellectual property rights owned by Adessium Foundation and by third parties. Prior written permission
from Adessium Foundation is required to reproduce, copy, change, or publish all or part of this annual report electronically or by
any other means.
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