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2016 saw all of Europe shaking on its 

foundations, both in the literal and 

figurative sense. Terrorist attacks in 

Istanbul, Brussels, Nice and Berlin 

shocked the continent, increasing 

civil unrest and reinforcing people’s 

discontent about politics and institutions 

across the EU. The gap between the 

richest and poorest in society has 

widened further, and public dialogue 

has people taking up extreme positions. 

If we want to put a stop to this 

polarization and social disruption, we 

have to act now. That’s why Adessium 

Foundation wants to help increase a 

sense of connection throughout society. 

Our aim is to create mutual trust, 

understanding and solidarity. 

2016 showed that the Dutch economy is 

continuing its recovery with the highest 

growth rates since 2007. Unemployment 

is steadily declining. This trend is 

echoed throughout the rest of Europe. 

Fewer people relied on social welfare, 

although the number of people living 

Foreword
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in structural poverty didn’t diminish. 

In 2016, Adessium Foundation worked 

closely with several organizations that 

aim to offer vulnerable groups a level 

playing field, so they have a better 

chance of participating in society as 

equals.

While the economy expanded, Dutch 

companies reduced their greenhouse 

emissions and wasted fewer 

resources (Source: CBS 2016). From an 

environmental perspective, that’s good 

news. However, our planet still faces 

several environmental issues, including 

the ever-increasing amount of plastic 

waste. As such, this forms a recurring 

theme throughout a significant part 

of our project portfolio. We support 

several organizations that actively work 

to reduce plastic waste, whether they’re 

developing alternative materials or 

cleaning the oceans. Our aim is to work 

together and assist them in upscaling 

their operations. One of our goals for 

2016 was to form partnerships like the 

‘Break Free From Plastic Coalition’, which 

involves 60 organizations all committing 

to a future that’s free of plastics. 

Together, they represent a worldwide 

movement to combat plastics pollution.

Over 65 million people are currently 

displaced worldwide. Of those, over 

18,000 people applied for asylum 

in the Netherlands. Most of them 

came from Syria or Albania. (Source: 

Vluchtelingenwerk Nederland 2016). 

Although the so-called Turkey Refugee 

Deal dealt with most of people’s unrest 

about the influx of large groups of 

refugees, the discussion about taking 

in refugees and having them integrate 

into Dutch society is ongoing. The 

need for a humane and sustainable 

asylum policy across the EU is as urgent 

as ever. We worry about the current 

reception facilities and the protection 

of refugees’ rights, as well as the 

tone politics and society take when 

discussing the refugee issue. It seems 

to us the conversation is dominated 

by extreme opinions on either side. 

That’s why we support organizations 
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that conduct research and take action 

to protect refugees’ rights. In 2016, we 

supported the ‘Stay Human’ campaign 

in an attempt to let those occupying the 

middle ground regarding the refugee 

issue be heard.

Any open democratic society requires 

access to factual information from 

independent sources. However, the 

reliability of information and news is 

becoming less certain, as proven by 

the recent rise of fake news. Adessium 

Foundation is concerned about the 

free press and people’s freedom of 

expression being under pressure in 

several regions. That’s why we support 

organizations that create journalistic 

productions, as well as organizations 

that fight for reporters’ freedom and 

safety. The 2016 publication of the 

Panama Papers was a leading example 

of large-scale, thorough investigative 

journalism.

Europe’s course for the future will 

largely be shaped by the 2017 general 

elections in our own country, as well as 

those in France and Germany. These 

elections highlight the importance of 

safeguarding public interest when it 

comes to organizing European society 

and protecting the democratic process 

as a whole. That’s why Adessium 

Foundation will keep supporting 

research and fact-finding, as well as 

oppose unfair lobbying and conflicts of 

interest.  

As ever, our goal is to create a 

society that offers everyone an equal 

opportunity to participate fully. We 

will keep fighting to conserve valuable 

nature and to promote sustainable 

use of the Earth’s resources. In short, 

Adessium Foundation and its beneficiary 

organizations strive to create a balanced 

society that allows people to live in 

harmony with each other and with the 

environment. 

Rogier van Vliet

Chairman of the Board of Directors

Rogier van der Weerd

Managing Director
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As ever, our goal is to 
        create a society that 
offers everyone an 
      equal opportunity to 
participate fully.
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Mission

Adessium Foundation aspires to a 

society that encourages people to live 

in harmony with each other and with 

their environments. The Foundation 

works to achieve a balanced society 

characterized by integrity, a balance 

between people and nature, and social 

harmony.

Strategy

Adessium Foundation gives substance 

to its mission by selecting receiving 

organizations that target subjects of 

social importance. These grantees 

strive to effect lasting positive change 

in our society. The Foundation supports 

organizations in the Netherlands and 

initiatives targeting the European 

community and the factors that affect 

it. In addition to financial contributions, 

Adessium Foundation provides 

organizational support focused on 

strengthening grantees’ capacity.

Organization
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Systemic Change

Through its three programs, Adessium 

Foundation aims to support a 

coherent and mutually-reinforcing 

set of initiatives. This involves both 

established organizations and innovative 

projects that strive towards structural 

improvements and, if possible, 

systemic change. Many of these are 

large, complex societal issues in which 

Adessium Foundation intervenes in 

several areas simultaneously. In order to 

do that, it proactively selects and invites 

potential partners.

One example of this approach is the way 

Adessium Foundation operates when it 

comes to plastic waste and the impact 

it has on our oceans. The foundation 

is creating sustainable change by 

intervening in several parts of the 

value chain of plastic materials — from 

plastics production, processing, and use 

to its removal and recycling. Adessium 

Foundation and its beneficiaries strive 

for a total ban on the harmful use of 

plastics, for the development of smart 

alternatives and better recycling 

solutions. By also raising consumer 

awareness in order to affect behavioral 

change, Adessium Foundation hopes 

to realize sustainable change for this 

particular issue. 

Grantmaking

In 2016, Adessium Foundation spent 

a total of €16.7 million on supporting 

organizations and projects. 2016 

also saw the start of 20 new long-

term partnerships, with 30 existing 

partnerships being extended. In total, 

there are 114 active partnerships at year-

end 2016, across 107 organizations.* 

O
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*  This number excludes small and one-off 

grants.
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Monitoring & Evaluation

Adessium Foundation wants to use its 

resources effectively in order to achieve 

as much social benefit as possible. The 

foundation also strives to learn from 

the organizations and interventions 

it supports. For this reason, it actively 

monitors and evaluates beneficiary 

organizations and their activities. 

Larger programs are subject to external 

assessment throughout their duration. In 

total, 65 of those have been concluded 

since 2010. These evaluations mainly 

concern the strategy, effectiveness 

and impact of the organizations and 

interventions involved. They also 

provide learning opportunities in terms 

of a beneficiary organization’s strategy 

and operations. However, the results 

also provide Adessium Foundation 

with valuable insights. These insights 

allow the foundation to reflect on their 

application and monitoring processes as 

well as general program development, 

and offer suggestions for improvement.

Many of the projects Adessium 

Foundation supports revolve around 

making social issues known to the 

general public, politicians, and other 

stakeholders. The foundation views 

Organizational Support

Apart from financially supporting 

initiatives and projects, Adessium 

Foundation also provides occasional 

organizational support, either by 

Adessium Foundation directly or by 

providing resources to attract external 

expertise. There are several ways to offer 

direct organizational support, including 

the drafting of strategic plans, impact 

assessment & learning, or consulting 

on an organization’s administrative and 

management structure. 

In 2015, we officially incorporated the 

assessment and possible improvement 

of a beneficiary’s administrative 

structure into the application process. 

This has since become a requirement 

to secure funding, in order to make sure 

beneficiaries optimally structure their 

financial processes and apply adequate 

internal and external checks and 

balances.
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the availability of information as an 

important prerequisite for a well-

balanced public debate. In 2016, 

Adessium Foundation reviewed the way 

its partners bring their issues to the 

public’s attention. Based on this, the 

foundation refined the indicators it uses 

to provide better insights into the results 

its beneficiaries booked, and to what 

degree they have led to the desired 

impact. 

Long-term Vision

Adessium Foundation focuses on the 

long term. This regularly results in 

ongoing involvements with beneficiaries 

and their projects. One example of 

an ongoing involvement is African 

Parks, which the foundation has 

been supporting since 2008. This 

organization focuses on protecting 

unique biodiversity in ten wildlife parks 

throughout Africa. Financially speaking, 

African Parks is one of Adessium 

Foundation’s major partnerships. 

However, Adessium Foundation provides 

more than just financial support. It also 

serves as a sparring partner to the 

management team, providing input on 

how best to increase the organization’s 

capacity and effectiveness.

Initially, African Parks received funding 

in the form of a project grant for one of 

their parks in Zambia. The relationship 

between Adessium Foundation and 

African Parks developed from project 

support to institutional support, 

including close involvement in strategy 

development. It focused on increasing 

local park management capacity, 

refining their community management 

strategy, and generating income 

from nature conservation through 

opportunities like tourism to minimize 

the need for external donors. Adessium 

Foundation’s long-term involvement 

and the institutional support it supplies 

significantly contribute to the impact 

African Parks has.

Adessium Foundation typically works 

with 3-year grant cycles, after which 

an assessment is made to determine 

whether the relationship with the 

beneficiary will be extended. Adessium 

Foundation doesn’t believe in a quick 

fix—tackling structural issues and 

creating change requires unconventional 

methods, perseverance and long-term 

involvement. 
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Programs

A Balanced Society 
Adessium Foundation operates three core programs:  

Public Interest, People & Nature, and Social Initiatives. The programs 

offer a broad and cohesive collection of interventions. Through these, the 

foundation hopes to add a sustainable contribution towards creating a 

well-balanced society. In order to achieve that, Adessium Foundation has 

formed partnerships with over one hundred beneficiaries. 
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Public Interest 

Adessium Foundation aspires to an 

open, democratic society, in which 

the availability of independent and 

factual information safeguards the 

public interest and encourages ethical 

behavior.

The Foundation promotes the search 

for truth, information analysis and 

interpretation, and critical reflection 

regarding abuses and developments of 

societal importance. The organization 

supports initiatives that target fact-

finding, analytic journalism, public 

awareness, and advocacy. Adessium 

Foundation also supports organizations 

that serve to counterbalance private 

demands when the public interest is at 

stake.

People & Nature 

Adessium Foundation aspires to a 

society that makes responsible use 

of nature and natural resources. 

Humanity’s dependence on healthy 

ecological systems is a central focus.

The Foundation helps protect important 

natural areas and combat environmental 

exhaustion and pollution. Adessium 

Foundation also targets the responsible 

use and management of our oceans.

Social Initiatives

Adessium Foundation aspires to a 

society in which people live together 

in respect and compassion—a society 

that is characterized by humanity and 

solidarity. 

The foundation supports initiatives that 

provide relief to people in vulnerable 

situations. It specifically focuses on 

helping people escape poverty and 

social isolation, while improving their 

self-sufficiency.

12 Projects That Defined 2016 

This Annual Report will look at four representative interventions for each 

of Adessium Foundation’s three core programs. Together, they provide a 

comprehensive overview of the foundation’s choices, efforts and results in 2016.



P
ro

g
ra

m
s 

> 
P

u
b

lic
 In

te
re

st
 >

 In
tr

o
d

u
ct

io
n

Prime Minister: underage asylum seekers no longer deported after reaching adulthood   /   Transparency     International: Several European countries improve legislation to protect whistleblowers after long-term 

18

Any open democratic society requires access to factual information from 

independent sources. Established media outlets are facing a challenge 

when it comes to proving their lasting relevance, remaining independent 

and retaining readership. In general, information flows are both increasing 

in number and diversifying. At the same time, there is a growing lack of 

context in which to place that information, which means public discourse 

isn’t always as well-balanced or based on facts. There is a need for more 

objective opposing forces that put the public interest first, both in the 

decision-making process and in structuring important social policies. 

For that reason, the Public Interest program hinges on two pillars: encouraging 

truth-seeking and fact-finding on the one hand, and supporting 

countervailing powers and public interest advocacy on the other.
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Countervailing powers and 
public interest advocacy >

Truth-Seeking and fact-finding >

Prime Minister: underage asylum seekers no longer deported after reaching adulthood   /   Transparency     International: Several European countries improve legislation to protect whistleblowers after long-term 

>  Stimulating investigative journalism

>  Safeguarding freedom of the press and 

access to information

>  Strengthening ethical behavior, 

transparency and accountability, and 

preventing abuse of power and social 

wrongs, around priority themes

19

Public Interest
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When it comes to the functioning of society as a whole, Adessium 

Foundation greatly values proper research and the pursuit of 

truth. This sheds light on both existing and budding relevant social 

issues, allowing them to be addressed. In turn, that leads to a well-

informed public discourse and more awareness from any relevant 

actors. That’s why Adessium Foundation supports international 

investigative journalism and safeguards freedom of the press and 

unhindered access to information.

Truth-Seeking
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Trust

Journalism faces a legitimacy issue. 

Classic journalism no longer holds the 

public’s undisputed trust. The increase 

in digitization means practically anyone 

is able to create and broadcast news 

these days. Quality and reliability are 

no longer self-evident, or are being 

undermined. The rise of so-called 

“fake news” or “post-truth politics” only 

serves to further impair the profession. 

However, this ongoing digitization and 

pressure on established media has also 

led to new initiatives and new forms of 

quality reporting. Another result is the 

development of innovative revenue 

models and alternative platforms 

to guarantee space for journalistic 

activities.

Freedom of the Press

Throughout Europe, the freedom 

of the press and the critical role of 

the press are under threat as well. 

An increasing amount of Western 

European media companies are being 

acquired by the same owners. This 

poses a threat to media diversity. 

Governmental and commercial 

surveillance put the media’s ability to 

protect their sources in jeopardy, and 

may result in self-censorship. Eastern 

Europe is confronted with the rise and 

strengthening of authoritarian regimes. 

Freedom of the press is being restricted 

through legislation, and reporters are 

facing prosecution. 

The EU currently lacks a strong 

mechanism for member states to 

be held accountable, should their 

legislation and policy regarding 

journalistic freedom not meet EU 

standards. 

Adessium Foundation supports 

initiatives that protect reporters, sources 

and open data. These are important 

prerequisites to sharing stories relevant 

to society.
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Public interest benefits from a transparent, honest government. Adessium 

Foundation supports civil society organizations that advocate for social change, for 

example through changing policy and legislation, or monitoring its implementation 

and compliance. This offers important opposition to overly one-sided influence 

from private interests. In addition, Adessium Foundation also supports initiatives 

that focus on and advocate for lesser known perspectives—often those of 

noncommercial civilian interests. This safeguards both the democratic process and 

the public interest. 

Countervailing 
Powers
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Europe

The EU is facing pressure after 

weathering a series of crises over 

the past few years. All of these point 

towards a larger, underlying legitimacy 

issue. The recession, the euro crisis, the 

refugee crises and Brexit have eroded 

public support for European institutions. 

People are losing faith in European 

collaboration in its current form. The 

upcoming 2017 elections in a number 

of member states will prove to be an 

important test for Europe. 

Adessium Foundation supports 

organizations that keep a close eye on 

these institutions and their integrity, 

among other factors. 

Tax Evasion

The publication of the Panama Papers 

resulted in major media attention for 

the nature and extent of tax evasion, as 

well as for the involvement of several 

governments. Following the exposé, 

the EU has been working on measures 

to restrict possible tax evasion, tax 

avoidance, and the use of so-called tax 

havens. 

Adessium Foundation supports 

journalistic organizations that 

investigates and identify undesirable 

situations and policy developments, as 

well as organizations that affect policy 

change through advocacy.

Refugees

The so-called Turkey Deal has partially 

stemmed the large flow of refugees 

coming to Europe. However, the 

reception and legal position of these 

migrants still leaves much to be desired. 

Public debate on the refugee issue is 

severely polarized and often not rooted 

in facts.  

Adessium Foundation strives for a 

humane and sustainable asylum policy, 

both in the Netherlands and in the EU. 

In order to achieve that, it supports 

informative media outlets, as well 

as public campaigns and advocacy 

organizations.
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Projects
Adessium Foundation’s Public Interest program focuses on the pursuit 

of truth and providing space for opposing voices. Investigative 
journalism is of vital importance in detecting and identifying injustices 

and policy development in the Netherlands and throughout the EU. Dutch and 

European policy changes are the result of public campaigns and lobbying. The 

following projects showcase how investigative journalism and public interest 

advocacy reinforce one another.

P
ro

g
ra

m
s 

> 
P

u
b

lic
 In

te
re

st
 >

 P
ro

je
ct

s



P
ro

g
ra

m
s 

> 
P

u
b

lic
 In

te
re

st
 >

 P
ro

je
ct

s
traffic should not be impeded or delayed)   /   Open State Foundation: Winner of the ‘Open Government   Partnership Award’ for initiative providing sustainable access to budgeting and spending data from Dutc 

25



P
ro

g
ra

m
s 

 >
  

P
u

b
li

c
 In

te
re

st
  

> 
 P

ro
je

c
ts

Dutch decentralized governments   /   BritDoc: Documentary ‘Chasing Coral’ about endangered coral reefs   is completed. Team wins Sundance Audience Award during Sundance Festival   /   ClientEarth – Aarhus Cen 

26

Adessium Foundation strives for 

better informed social discourse on 

a fair way to levy and pay taxes. 

Research

Truth-Seeking and 
 Countervailing Powers >

International 

Consortium of 

Investigative 

Journalism

ICIJ represents a successful approach 

to journalistic collaboration. ICIJ is 

a part of CPI, the Center of Public 

Integrity*. CPI is an independent 

news organization that mainly does 

research on the abuse of public trust 

and power by public and private 

organizations. ICIJ is an international 

network currently consisting of 

190 reporters in 65 countries. Since 

Adessium Foundation greatly values 

investigative journalism, the foundation 

has been supporting ICIJ since 

2008. Prior ICIJ exposés include the 

LuxLeaks and SwissLeaks. Adessium 

Foundation provides ICIJ with 

organizational support, allowing them 

the independence to publish in-depth 

articles that reach as many people as 
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*   ICIJ was made a standalone organization 

in early 2017, meaning that ICIJ and CPI will 

operate independently from here on out.

Dutch decentralized governments   /   BritDoc: Documentary ‘Chasing Coral’ about endangered coral reefs   is completed. Team wins Sundance Audience Award during Sundance Festival   /   ClientEarth – Aarhus Cen 
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possible. Adessium Foundation has 

no say on the subjects selected, nor is 

involved in the contents of ICIJ research 

and publications.

In April 2016, ICIJ published the 

Panama Papers: an umbrella term for 

a massive amount of leaked confidential 

documents from Panamanian legal and 

corporate services provider Mossack 

Fonseca. The documents revealed a 

world of tax evasion, tax fraud, and 

illegal practices like bribery or avoiding 

trade sanctions. Mossack Fonseca—one 

of the major providers of so-called 

offshore companies—founded over 

210,000 letterbox companies in 21 tax 

havens for its clients. Among them are 

several famous politicians, business 

people, and professional athletes. 

Panama’s status as tax haven allowed 

them to avoid or even completely evade 

their tax obligations.

The publication resulted in public 

outrage regarding the injustice of 

tax evasion and avoidance. People 

considered avoiding tax duties to be 

immoral and unethical. Those involved 

were forced to account for their actions. 

The Icelandic Prime Minister resigned, 

Putin was put on the defensive, and FIFA 

officials were suspended. In addition 

to investigations by tax authorities, 

there will be several parliamentary 

and institutional investigations into 

the banking and trust industry. The 

extensive attention has led to speeding 

up coordinated efforts to prevent 

undesirable tax evasion practices, both 

within the EU and in the G20. 



P
ro

g
ra

m
s 

 >
  P

u
b

lic
 In

te
re

st
  >

  P
ro

je
ct

s

   Centre: European Court of Justice judges: from now on, European Commission should make studies about    member states’ application of environmental legislation publicly accessible   /   CPJ: Successfully    

28

The aim is to abolish 
       and phase out harmful 
tax pactices.

Advocacy
Truth-Seeking and  Countervailing Powers >
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The Panama Papers uncovered a case of 

large-scale tax evasion, thereby creating 

the necessary momentum to put the 

issue on the agenda internationally. 

Several institutions and NGOs lobbying 

for tax justice profited from the exposé.  

 

Oxfam Novib has been actively 

advocating for a fair tax levying system 

for a significant period of time. They 

also lobby for improved tax systems 

throughout the EU and its member 

states, as well as for reducing tax 

evasion by multinationals. Their 

approach benefits both civilians in 

developing countries and EU residents. 

 

Adessium Foundation has been 

supporting Oxfam’s efforts on the issue 

since fall 2016. 

Oxfam Novib focuses its efforts on 

the Netherlands, Ireland Belgium and 

Germany, as they are potential key 

players when it comes to changing the 

European tax system. At the core of the 

project are several strategies. One is the 

monitoring, analyzing and producing 

briefings about the negotiations at 

member state and EU levels. Another 

is using media outlets and reporters 

to reach a wide audience. Finally, they 

inform and lobby with policy makers 

and MEPs. Their aim is threefold as well: 

to abolish and phase out harmful tax 

practices, to pass effective legislation 

that prevents stashing profits in tax 

havens, and to put EU-wide pressure 

on tax havens in order to create positive 

change regarding tax systems.

Oxfam 
Novib
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For close to 40 years, Human 

Rights Watch has advocated for the 

defense and protection on human 

rights worldwide. The organization 

investigates violations of human 

rights in over 90 countries, trying 

to create change through lobbying 

and advocating. In order to give the 

victims of exploitation a voice and 

hold the perpetrators accountable, 

the organization publishes its findings 

internationally. Human Rights Watch 

demands justice, ensuring victims are 

being heard and advocating for their 

safety.

When it comes to refugees, Human 

Rights Watch is working towards proper 

legal protection and fair asylum policies 

for legitimate war refugees through 

gathering facts, building records, and 

reporting on their conditions. The 

organization looks at the situation in 

Human 

Rights Watch

Adessium Foundation strives for a 

humane and sustainable asylum policy, 

both in the Netherlands and in the EU. 

The foundation wants to contribute to 

more social support for refugees.
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their country of origin and the region 

they fled, and the conditions during their 

transit to Europe. Now that the Turkey 

Deal came into effect, Human Rights 

Watch has mostly concentrated its 

efforts on refugees in transit countries. 

In 2015, Human Rights Watch 

Emergencies director, Peter Bouckaert, 

wrote an editorial on the photo of Aylan 

Kurdi, the dead Syrian boy who washed 

up on the Turkish shore. It would turn 

out to be one of Human Rights Watch’s 

most viewed publications over the past 

few years. As a result, TIME Magazine 

named Peter Bouckaert one of the most 

influential people on the internet in 

2015. The photo resulted in an explosive 

increase of public and political attention 

for the refugee issue.

Over half of the 1.7 million Syrian 

school-aged refugee children currently 

living in Turkey, Lebanon or Jordan 

have no access to formal education. 

Human Rights Watch did research into 

the bureaucratic obstacles standing 

in the way of their schooling. One 

example was the school card required 

for registration, which most parents 

couldn’t afford. In addition, students 

who hadn’t been enrolled in school over 

the past three years were barred from 

re-registration. When Human Rights 

Watch published their report on Jordan, 

the administration put an end to both 

practices, enabling more children to 

attend school. 

Human Rights Watch also looked into 

detention circumstances in Greece. 

Immediately after their report on 

vulnerable refugee children traveling 

alone, the EU Commissioner for Justice 

called for the “pressing need” to create 

room for 1,500 children traveling alone. 

Furthermore, the EU announced it 

would be devoting an extra € 115 million 

to improving the conditions for refugees 

residing in Greece.  
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Advocacy

ECRE promotes the establishment 
     of fair and humane European 
asylum policies and practices.

Truth-Seeking and  Countervailing Powers >
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The European Council on Refugees and 

Exiles (ECRE) is a pan-European alliance 

of 90 NGOs from 38 European countries, 

protecting and advancing the rights of 

refugees, asylum seekers and displaced 

persons. ECRE’s mission is to promote 

the establishment of fair and humane 

European asylum policies and practices 

in accordance with international human 

rights law. ECRE strives for a Europe 

that protects refugees, asylum seekers 

and displaced persons with dignity and 

respect.  

 

In 2016, over 65 million people were 

displaced as a result of war and conflict 

(source: UNHCR). Large groups of 

people make their way to Europe for 

asylum, often under life-threatening 

circumstances. ECRE worries about the 

rights of those seeking international 

protection and about their access to 

European soil, stressing the need for 

long-term vision. Europe’s current 

answer to the situation seems to consist 

mostly of ad hoc solutions, combined 

with occasionally criminalizing refugees 

and instilling fear among the public. 

The long-term vision ECRE advocates 

for should provide an answer to existing 

worries of EU member states and 

their citizens, while simultaneously 

protecting the right to asylum in Europe.  

 

ECRE has developed the Asylum 

Information Database (AIDA), which 

stores information on asylum 

procedures, reception facilities, and 

detention by EU member states. Several 

ECRE 
the European 

Council on Refugees 

and Exiles
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MEPs have based their stands on 

refugee issues on AIDA’s Annual Report, 

and it has been cited in several EU 

policy documents. 

 

AIDA is also used in an increasing 

number of asylum cases, to contest 

the Dublin Regulation in court. This 

regulation determines the EU member 

state responsible for examining an 

application for asylum seekers seeking 

international protection under the 

Geneva Convention. Refugees have 

to apply for asylum in the country 

in which they first entered the EU, 

regardless of whether they continued 

their journey to a different European 

country. The purpose of this regulation 

is to have different countries share the 

responsibility for processing asylum 

applications. However, it can have very 

negative consequences for the refugees 

themselves. In some cases, the measure 

leads to detention or to families getting 

separated. In 2015, a total of nine AIDA 

reports were used to protest the Dublin 

Regulation in 78 court cases, spread out 

across different courts. Using AIDA may 

mean more lenient circumstances for 

refugees as they wait for the results of 

their application, and makes for a better 

practical application of asylum policy in 

general.

As well as AIDA, ECRE is involved 

in litigation, advocacy and 

communications work.
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All human beings depend on healthy ecosystems. If we want to counter 

depletion and pollution while preserving biodiversity, we need to deal with 

nature and natural resources sustainably. That’s why Adessium Foundation 

strives to conserve valuable nature and to promote sustainable 
use of the Earth’s resources, both on land and at sea. 
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>  Habitat and wildlife protection

>  Conserving marine protected areas

>  Sustainable use of resources and 

preventing pollution

>  Preventing overfishing by improved 

fishing policies

37

People & Nature
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Sustainable  
Use of Earth’s Resources

Adessium Foundation is committed to increasing the sustainable use of 

Earth’s natural riches. On land, this involves the transition to a circular, 

sustainable economy. The foundation is committed to tackling plastics 

pollution of our oceans, seas, and coasts at the source, and aims to curb 

the production of single use plastics. Adessium Foundation also targets 

overfishing in European territory, as well as overfishing by European 

fishing fleets elsewhere.
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Increasing Marine Protected Area 
Acreage
Marine biodiversity is declining worldwide. Marine 

protected areas are crucial to help restore fishing 

resources. Worldwide, these MPAs comprise 

4.4% of all oceans. (Source: MPA Atlas, Marine 

Conservation Institute). Although progress is going 

to slowly when it comes to protecting these areas, 

the growing international acknowledgment of the 

importance of healthy oceans is a positive sign. 

The adoption of Sustainable Development Goal #14 

by the United Nations has contributed to this. This 

goal specifically mentions the conservation and 

sustainable use of our oceans.

Establishing marine protected areas is not enough 

in itself—we also need to create and effectively 

manage a coherent network of these protected 

areas.

In order to establish that, Adessium Foundation has 

entered into several partnerships with organizations 

that advocate for the establishing and conservation 

of MPAs, chart issues and strengthen alliances. 

A Wave of Plastic
Our current production and consumption society 

causes severe pollution of our environments as 

well as the depletion of natural resources. This 

undermines both the economy and the balance 

between man and nature. Plastic is an iconic 

example of our current linear economy: a cheap 

and practical product that has conquered the 

world. Single use plastics like those used in 

packaging are especially causing major damage, 

with an estimated one million marine and land 

animals dying from the consequences of plastic 

waste each year. (source: National Geographic).  

Eight million tons of plastic end up in our oceans 

annually, and current expectations are for this 

number to have doubled by 2035, and quadrupled 

by 2050. (Source: Ellen MacArthur Foundation). 

Without the proper measures, the resulting social 

and environmental consequences will greatly 

impact man and nature alike. Although political and 

public attention for the plastics issue is increasing, 

no real changes are being made. 

Adessium Foundation is working with several 

partners to intervene in numerous parts of the 

value chain leading to plastics pollution. These 

partners are putting the growing pollutions issue on 

the public agenda, advocating for new or improved 

legislation, and developing sustainable innovations 

and solutions.

Better Fishing Policies to Combat 
Overfishing
Overexploitation has put pressure on fish resources 

across the globe. Scaling up across the fishing 

industry has made European waters subject to 

overfishing, and European fishing fleets now have 

impact worldwide. A major part of overfishing is 

caused by illegal, unreported and unregulated 

fishing (IUU). An estimated one in five fish is 

illegally caught or being brought to market through 

irregular methods. The EU has committed to end 

overfishing by 2020 at the latest. 

 

Adessium Foundation supports numerous 

organizations that focus on research and 

advocating, as well as developing new solutions for 

sustainable fishing methods and countering illegal 

fishing.
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Conserving  
Valuable Nature

Adessium Foundation strongly supports the 

conservation of valuable natural resources, both on 

land and at sea. The organization supports initiatives 

that protect important nature reserves throughout 

Europe and Africa, focusing on those initiatives that 

work to counteract poaching and illegal trade. 

Its efforts at sea revolve around promoting and 

expanding marine protected areas, most notably 

in the North Sea and the Mediterranean. Adessium 

Foundation is working with local stakeholders to 

develop a one-of-a-kind initiative on the Balearic 

Islands, that strives to combine conservation of 

this unique marine protected area with sustainable 

economic development.
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Biodiversity

Over the past few decades, there 

has been an enormous decline 

in biodiversity regarding species, 

landscapes, and ecosystems. Wildlife 

populations have declined by 52% on 

average over the past 40 years. (Source: 

WNF). For an ecosystem to work well, 

biodiversity is key—things like drinking 

water or pollination depend on it. 

Biodiversity is essential to maintain the 

balance between man and nature. The 

most important threats to this loss of 

biodiversity are habitat loss, hunting, 

poaching, overfishing, and pollution. 

Biodiversity at sea is at great risk as 

well. Protecting vulnerable areas is a 

crucial step in restoring fish resources, 

especially when it comes to marine 

nursery habitats like coral reefs. For 

now, there is still progress to be made if 

the protection of important marine areas 

is to meet internationally agreed-upon 

goals (goal: 10% in 2020, realized: 4,4%; 

Source: MPA atlas, Marine Conservation 

Institute).

Adessium Foundation and its partners 

strive to develop and implement 

innovating and sustainable solutions to 

protect and/or restore nature.

 

Wildlife Crime

Wildlife crime entails the large-scale 

poaching of and trading in endangered 

wild animals or animal products. There 

has been an enormous increase in this 

form of crime over the past years, and it 

is now one of the most common forms 

of organized crime. On its current scale, 

wildlife crime is an immediate threat to 

the continued existence of numerous 

animal species.

Adessium Foundation supports 

organizations researching the criminal 

networks responsible for poaching 

and illegal trade. This research helps 

uncover facts and is of great importance 

to putting the issue on the public 

agenda. The end goal is to get the 

authorities to take action against and 

prosecute these networks. 
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Projects
The People & Nature program focuses on protecting valuable nature 

and promoting sustainable use of Earth’s resources. Both parts of 

the program involve interventions on land and at sea. Below are two examples 

of these interventions for both pillars of the program.



P
ro

g
ra

m
s 

 >
  P

e
o

p
le

 &
 N

at
u

re
  >

 P
ro

je
ct

s
monumenten: construction of first nature island, Markerwadden, puts new part of the Netherlands on the map    /   Rewilding Europe: reintroduction of red deer, wild horses and ancient cattle breeds on Croatian Ve   

43



P
ro

g
ra

m
s 

 >
  P

e
o

p
le

 &
 N

at
u

re
  >

 P
ro

je
ct

s

   Velebit Mountain leads to new possibilities for eco-tourism   /   African Parks: Milestone: 6 million   ha of iconic African habitat conserved   /   Environmental Investigation Agency: Following publication  

44

Oceans and seas

     The Black Fish  
              aims to create a shift  
in mentality and urges people  
         to help protect unique  
              marine life.

Sustainable use of earth’s resources >
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The Black Fish is an international 

volunteer network working to 

conserve marine life. According to the 

organization, ocean life is in danger of 

extinction due to overexploitation taking 

on alarming proportions. The Black Fish 

poses that industrial ocean overfishing 

is one of the most urgent environmental 

and social problems of our age.  

The network aims to create a shift in 

mentality and urges people to help 

protect unique marine life. Their efforts 

are mainly focused on research into 

detecting illegal and harmful fishing 

methods.  

 

In 2013, The Black Fish founded the 

Citizen Inspector Network, an innovative, 

hands-on way to protect the oceans 

by using active and involved civilians. 

Volunteers receive intensive training in 

order to expose illegal fishing practices. 

These Black Fish Citizen Inspectors 

collect evidence of violations through 

harbor and market inspections, marine 

patrols, and coastal monitoring. The 

authorities then use this evidence to 

take action against offenders. In 2016, 

Adessium Foundation has entered into 

an initial three-year partnership with The 

Black Fish.

The Black  
Fish
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On land

The Plastic Fantastic Challenge  
         challenges people and  
   companies to come up  
          with creative solutions  
     to deal with the plastics issue.

Sustainable use of earth’s resources >
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Our planet is threatened by enormous 

amounts of plastic waste. Scientists 

have predicted that—unless we take 

action now—by 2050, our oceans will 

contain more plastics than fish (when 

measured by weight). Plastic waste is 

a threat to the planet and our health, 

but governments and business have yet 

to come up with a foolproof system to 

solve this immense problem. 

The past few years we have seen the 

founding of several new initiatives 

to deal with the problem of plastic 

waste across all parts of the chain. 

One innovative initiative is the Plastic 

Fantastic Challenge by Stichting Enviu 

Nederland, which challenges people 

and companies to come up with creative 

solutions to deal with the plastics issue.

Plastic Fantastic 

Challenge
De Plastic Fantastic Challenge, 

supported by Adessium Foundation, 

kicked off in July 2015. Over 100 ideas 

were submitted. Out of all those, a 

panel of experts acting on behalf Plastic 

Fantastic Challenge chose ten ideas 

that have the potential to help solve 

the plastics issue. These ideas scored 

best in terms of positive innovation, 

scalability, and business model 

sustainability. External experts were 

brought on to help fine-tune the ideas. 

After that, they were presented and 

pitched to stakeholders in the plastics 

industry during the European Plastic 

Roundtable in London, in April 2016. 

 

Dutchman Marco Kortland and his 

“Urban Mining” initiative won the overall 

Challenge. The initiative comprises a 

crowdfunding platform asking people 

to donate waste instead of money. For 

each kilogram of plastics or battery-

powered or electric appliances they 

hand in, participants receive one share in 

the initiative. Its parts are used to create 

new products, the proceeds of which are 

divided among shareholders. 
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Oceans and seas
Conserving nature >

   Scientists regard the Balearic  
          Islands as one of the best-kept  
     marine environments in  
           the Mediterranean region.
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The Balearic Islands are an archipelago 

in the Mediterranean, east of the 

Spanish mainland. They are both a 

Spanish province and an autonomous 

region, with Palma de Mallorca as its 

capital. The Balearic Islands archipelago 

consists of four main islands: Mallorca, 

Menorca, Ibiza and Formentera. 

 

Scientists regard the Balearic Islands 

as one of the best-kept marine 

environments in the Mediterranean 

region. Still, its ecosystems face 

significant pressure, mainly from 

recreational and industrial overfishing, 

as well as from mass tourism. Sewage is 

another concern, as is ships anchoring 

in vulnerable areas, and pollution from 

plastics and other materials. Although 

there is legislation in place and 

Balearic Islands
several areas have been placed under 

protection, there is very little monitoring 

and enforcement. 

 

The locals are adamant about the 

urgency of the issue. If we want to 

protect this biodiversity hotspot, 

now is the time to act. Adessium 

Foundation believes that a healthy 

marine environment and economic 

prosperity are not mutually exclusive. 

The foundation has researched current 

threats and possibilities.Together with  

representatives from the islands, a 

vision has been developed for the area 

that is now being supported by a wide 

range of stakeholders on the Balearic 

Islands. 2017, this vision will be shared 

with a wider audience and implemented 

through concrete initiatives. 
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On land
Conserving nature >

50

WJC aims to help prevent  
      the extinction of endangered  
               species by taking 
          a legal approach.
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The mass hunt on wildlife is at an all-

time peak. Poaching is the greatest 

threat to the continued existence of 

numerous species including elephants, 

rhinoceros, and tigers. The illegal 

trading of endangered reptiles still 

flourishes in Europe. The growing 

demand for endangered animal 

products has led to a rise in poaching 

by crime syndicates using the same 

methods as drug cartels and gangs. 

Poaching and illegal trade are what 

they call “low risk-high yield”: low risk 

of getting caught, light punishments, 

and spectacular profits. The practice 

involves an estimated € 20 billion 

annually. (Source: UN). 

2014, an international team of legal 

experts and investigative specialists 

was assembled to take action against 

this large-scale illegal poaching and 

Wildlife Justice 

Commission

trade. The Wildlife Justice Commission 

(WJC) is an independent NGO based in 

The Hague that was founded to detect 

and deal with international poaching 

networks. WJC shares their evidence 

with public defenders in Africa and 

Asia, and exerts international political 

pressure to ensure poachers and illegal 

traders are arrested and charged. 
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WJC’s motto is “Activating justice for 

wildlife”. There are legion national and 

international laws and treaties in place 

to protect endangered species, but they 

are seldom taken seriously and often 

disregarded out right. WJC aims to help 

prevent the extinction of endangered 

species by taking a legal approach. By 

triggering existing legislation, going 

undercover to research illegal poaching, 

and preparing legal cases, WJC 

confronts national governments with 

illegal practices in their country. 

WJC has gathered convincing evidence 

to prove the involvement of 51 

Vietnamese people in the illegal trade 

in ivory, tiger body parts, and rhino 

horns. In November 2016, WJC held its 

first public hearing at the Peace Palace 

in The Hague, presenting evidence to 

an Accountability Panel of international 

judges and legal experts in what was 

dubbed the Nhi Khe case. This panel 

validated the evidence and provided 

recommendations for next steps. The 

public hearing has enabled WJC to 

establish direct contact with a number 

of investigative institutions in Vietnam. 

They are currently defining the full 

scope of their collaboration. 

In Malaysia, WJC’s close cooperation 

with the Malaysian government’s 

Wildlife Crime Unit has led to a sizable 

number of arrests and the eradication 

of three international wildlife crime 

networks.
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In an ideal world, everyone participating in society should have 

equal opportunities. Unfortunately, the reality is often different. 

Vulnerable groups struggle to actively participate in society because of 

their limited social network. These groups include refugees, people in 

debt, homeless people, and victims of domestic abuse.

The Social Initiatives program aims to improve the position of 

vulnerable people in the Netherlands. To achieve that, it focuses on 

several target groups and provides support on three different levels. 
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Children in unsafe situations, people in poverty, 

people in shelters, refugees >

>  Immediate relief

>  Self-reliance

>  Reinforcing the sector

Soresdienst an organization providing socio-legal aid   /   Leergeld Nederland: contributed to proposed    legal amendment regarding government funding of school supplies for MBO students   /   Kinderpostzegels: 
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Social Initiatives
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Adessium Foundation supports a 

wide range of social organizations 

innings to offer vulnerable groups 

better opportunities. On the one 

hand, these organizations focus on 

immediate relief, like offering safe 

surroundings, food, and shelter. On 

the other hand, they look towards 

the future by helping people 

achieve more self-sufficiency. One 

way to do this is through debt 

prevention. Adessium Foundation 

strives for a solid social safety net 

for all vulnerable people in the 

Netherlands.

Immediate Relief 
and Self-reliance
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Poverty in the Netherlands

2016 showed the Dutch economy 

is continuing its recovery from the 

2008 recession. Unemployment is 

steadily declining. Although more 

people engaged in paid employment 

and fewer people relied on social 

welfare, the number of Dutch people 

living in structural poverty barely 

declined. About 1.1 million people in 

it in the Netherlands are currently in 

structural poverty and do not reap big 

enough benefits from the economic 

recovery. That comprises 7% of the total 

population. (Source: The Netherlands 

Institute for Social Research 2016). 

A disproportionate number of these 

are people on social support, people 

with a non-western background, and 

big city residents of disadvantaged 

neighborhoods. There is an increasing 

group of structurally poor who do work, 

but don’t earn enough to make ends 

meet.

There are several organizations who 

provide these people with relief and 

help them achieve ways to break away 

from poverty. Adessium Foundation 

provides these organizations with 

core operating support and general 

reinforcement.

Children in Vulnerable 

Situations

Children are the most vulnerable 

group in our society. They are always 

dependent on adults: within their family 

or alternative living arrangements, 

and at school. Too many children grow 

up in unsafe situations. Every year, 

around 119,000 children under six years 

old in the Netherlands fall victim to 

traumatic experiences like neglect, 

domestic violence, physical or sexual 

abuse. These experiences have major 

consequences: the younger children 

are when these things happen, the 

more their development stagnates and 

derails. 
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The sexual abuse of children and 

youths is a largely invisible problem. 

Although it is difficult provide exact 

numbers, the issue gets worse every 

year. Victims often don’t press charges 

because they are scared, because the 

procedure takes too long, or because of 

repeat traumatization. In addition, there 

currently is no foolproof registration 

system for victims of sexual abuse. 

We cannot stand by while children are 

being abused and exploited. That’s 

why Adessium Foundation supports 

organizations that deal with the issue on 

several different levels, from providing 

victims with direct aid to creating 

awareness, doing research, and 

advocating. These are well-established 

organizations looking to form broader 

partnerships. By working together to 

tackle several aspects of the issue 

simultaneously, these partnerships 

reach the critical mass needed to put 

these injustices on the public agenda 

and come up with effective solutions. 
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Three-tiered Support
Adessium Foundation supports its partner organizations 

on three levels. The foundation provides financial aid for 

ongoing activities. This core support helps offer people 

in crisis situations immediate relief and stability, and 

guides them towards more self-sufficiency. In order to 

improve the overall level of social assistance available 

to vulnerable groups, the foundation also reinforces 

the organizations themselves, providing them with 

a solid foundation from which to handle day-to-day 

management, finances, manpower, and volunteers. 

Across the industry, Adessium Foundation focuses on 

increasing innovation, inter-organizational knowledge 

sharing, developing proven effective methods, and 

advocating on behalf of the target groups. 
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Projects
Adessium Foundation’s Social Initiatives program aims to provide 

immediate relief and increase the self-reliance of 

people in vulnerable positions. In 2016, Adessium Foundation focused on 

for target groups: people on social support, refugees and undocumented 

people, households below the poverty line, and vulnerable children in 

unsafe situations. Below, the work done on behalf of the latter two is 

explained through two example interventions. 
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Immediate  
Relief

Households below the 
poverty line >

Food assistance  
         should always be  
   a temporary fix.

There are about 170 food banks in the 

Netherlands. Altogether, they supply 

about 90,000 people with food each 

week, and 36,000 of those are children. 

(Source: Voedselbanken Nederland). 

In doing so, they are meeting an 

increasing demand. The cutbacks that 

affect disposable income have led to 

an increase in the number of clients for 

many local food banks. This increase 

can be as much as 20%, like is the 

case in Amsterdam. Food bank clients 

receive assistance by institutions like 

social workers, diaconates, domestic 

care agencies and RIAGG (Regional 

Institute for Outpatient Mental Health 

Care), using the motto “Geen pakket 

zonder traject” (“no food parcel without 

due process”) in order to offer a more 

structural solution to their problems. 

After all, food assistance should always 

be a temporary fix.

Dutch Food Banks 

Foundation
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Food banks closely work with 

companies, institutions, governments, 

and individuals to ensure that people 

in poverty situations have access to 

good quality food, that food surplus 

is diminished, and that there is 

minimal strain on the environment. 

The food offered by these food banks, 

about 40 million products in total, 

is made available by suppliers at no 

charge.  Adessium Foundation and 

Voedselbanken Nederland work 

together on several levels. 

 

The foundation has been supporting 

the Voedselbanken Nederland project 

Waarborging Voedselveiligheid 

(“Food Safety Guarantee”) since 2013. 

The project aim is for all food banks, 

distribution points, and regional 

distributional centers to work per 

Dutch Food and Consumer Product 

Safety Authority (NVWA) guidelines. 

Since then, 162 out of 175 banks and 

eight distribution centers have been 

certified and awarded the “food safety” 

qualification. This certification has led 

to a substantial and structural increase 

of food supplies by practically all major 

retailers, which meant access to more 

diverse food of better quality. It has also 

led to increased professionalization 

within the organization itself. 

In order to achieve this 

professionalization, Adessium 

Foundation also provides 

Voedselbanken Nederland with support 

regarding business management, 

volunteer policies, and accountability.

Anyone who doesn’t have enough 

money left over to pay for food, 

clothing, and other everyday costs 

after paying the bills, is eligible to 

receive food parcels. Until recently, 

the maximum “allowance” to qualify 

for food assistance was €180 a month, 

but that was increased to €200 in 2016. 

It meant that more people could use 

Voedselbank assistance. Because the 

certification led to increased retailer 

supply and because the food banks are 

been operating on a more professional 

basis, it proved to be feasible to meet 

this increased demand. 
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Self-reliance
Households below the poverty line >

       Job seekers gain  
valuable experience  
                  and develop  
        and enhance  
            personal qualities.
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production, administration, facility 

management, and catering. 

 

In addition, they also serve an important 

social function, which Schroeder is 

currently looking to expand. Recent 

municipal cutbacks in The Hague have 

led to a number of local community 

centers closing down, thereby 

increasing the risk of social isolation for 

a lot of people. Schroeder has decided 

to deal with the issue by expanding its 

existing thrift stores to include a wider 

social function, as community centers of 

the future. This is where local residents 

meet and help each other, or can enjoy 

a cup of coffee together. In doing this, 

Schroeder has found a way to bring the 

neighborhood into their stores, offering 

a platform for a wide range of civilian 

initiatives and providing opportunities 

for social interaction and social 

engineering. 

Currently, there are two pilot projects 

on different locations, in collaboration 

with the Red Cross. These thrift stores 

are also home to several activities, like 

a walk-in clinic, first aid courses, self-

defense classes and financial business 

advice. The pilot has proven to be 

very successful, and is expected to be 

expanded to at least one other location.

Schroeder was founded in 1923 in The 

Hague. It provides on-the-job training 

focused on self-sufficiency and social 

participation, as well as providing people 

with better chances on the labor market. 

Schroeder is committed to helping those 

who stand the least chance of paid 

employment.

The organization manages a chain 

of 10 thrift stores working towards 

employment opportunities, sustainability, 

and poverty reduction. Job seekers 

are able to gain valuable experience 

at Schroeder, as well as develop and 

enhance personal qualities. This in turn 

increases their chances on the labor 

market. The thrift stores and central 

distribution center employs people for 

on-the-job training in a wide range of 

fields including recycling, engineering, 

Stichting  

Dr. Schroeder 

van der Kolk 

Bedrijven
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Immediate Relief
Children and youths in vulnerable situations >

          Research shows that  
    being subjected to traumatic  
           experiences in early  
                  childhood leads to  
             a higher risk of  
                 problems in later life.
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Fier is the national center for expertise 

and treatment regarding violence 

in dependency relationships. This 

encompasses domestic violence, child 

abuse, sexual abuse, honor violence, 

trafficking, loverboy issues, and early 

childhood trauma. Fier offers aid to 

victims, witnesses, and perpetrators 

of relationship violence. Research has 

shown that being subjected to traumatic 

experiences in early childhood leads to 

a higher risk of problems later in life.

Early childhood trauma is often 

unrecognized, which means it is left 

untreated. Effective detection and 

treatment are currently being blocked 

by legal limitations. Fier’s Infant Mental 

Health program, started in 2016, aims to 

prevent trauma-related development in 

children of families that have a history 

of trauma and violence. It specifically 

focuses on improving trauma treatment, 

both antenatal and for children up to six 

years old. 

The program offers families direct 

aid focusing on sustainable physical 

and emotional safety within the family 

environment, “good enough” parenting, 

and age-adequate development for 

children. 

In addition, it uses scientific research 

to chart the impact the program has. 

Finally, Fier also strives to eliminate 

legislative, policy and financial obstacles 

blocking adequate aid for child abuse, 

domestic abuse, and long-term care for 

vulnerable families.  

Fier
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Immediate Relief

The Coalition focuses on preventing  
          and protecting victims and  
      prosecuting and securing  
             punishment of perpetrators.

Children and youths in vulnerable situations >
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Coalition to 

Prevent the 

Sexual Abuse 

of Children and 

Youths under 23

The Coalition to Prevent the Sexual 

Abuse of Children and Youths under 

23 is a partnership between the Center 

against Child Trafficking and Human 

Trafficking (CKM, part of Fier), Terre des 

Hommes, and Defence for Children-

ECPAT. The Coalition strives for an 

end to child trafficking and the sexual 

abuse of youths by 2030. In doing so, it 

focuses on preventing and protecting 

victims, pressing charges and securing 

punishment for perpetrators and 

customers of underage sex workers, and 

working together with partners further 

up the chain. 

The Coalition currently has an extensive 

and ambitious program in place to 

combat the sexual abuse of children 

and youths. The added value of this 

program lies in the simultaneous 

execution and mutual strengthening of 

its different parts. On the one hand, the 

organization commits to the prevention 

and the protection of children and 

youths against sexual abuse. On 

the other hand, it works to increase 
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knowledge and awareness of the issue 

with legal authorities, governments, 

and business. It also sets up awareness 

campaigns for the general public. CTM’s 

research to the different ways and 

overall size of sexual abuse of children 

and youths is an important part of these. 

Loverboys are a very specific issue 

when it comes to the sexual abuse 

of youths. A loverboy seduces a girl 

and makes her fall in love with him, 

then forces her to have paid sex with 

third parties. The Coalition is working 

towards creating a national hotline for 

loverboy issues, which is expected to 

open in early 2017. The hotline enables 

parents, professionals, and bystanders 

to report loverboys, customers of 

underage sex workers, and minors 

that require protection. The hotline 

closely cooperates with the action and 

observation unit, which supports the 

police in tracing victims, traffickers, and 

potential customers through publishing 

fake ads.
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*Short biographies of the Board and 

management team members are on

pages 76-77.
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Background

Adessium Foundation was established 

in 2005 by the Van Vliet family, which 

has a background in asset management. 

The Foundation is recognized as a 

“public benefit organization” (ANBI) by 

the Dutch tax authorities.

Adessium Foundation is a member of 

the Association of Foundations in the 

Netherlands (FIN) and the European 

Foundation Centre (EFC). Adessium 

Foundation subscribes to both 

organizations’ codes of conduct.

The Board

Final responsibility for Adessium 

Foundation lies with its board of 

directors (the Board). The Board 

approves management’s strategic 

multiannual plan and thus determines 

the organization’s policy. The

Board also ensures that this policy 

is correctly implemented. Pledges 

above a certain size require the Board’s 

approval. The Board comprises Rogier 

van Vliet (chairman), Jan Meijerman, and 

Hendrik-Jan Laseur.*

Management

Under the Board’s responsibility, the 

management team is charged with 

providing Adessium Foundation’s 

day-to-day leadership and is tasked 

with preparing and executing the 

organization’s policy. In 2016 the 

management team comprised Pieter 

Stemerding (managing director) and 

Rogier van der Weerd (director of 

programs).*

Operational Team

As of December 31, 2016, Adessium 

Foundation’s operational team 

comprises fourteen people (12,6 FTEs). 

In addition to the two directors, the 

team includes 

7 program managers and

5 general staff members.

General
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Financial  
Summary 2016
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Amounts (in thousands of Euros) 2016 2015 

Overall grantmaking*     

Grants**  16.737  91%  17.917  92%

Operational expenses***  1.680  9%  1.644  8%

Total  18.417  100% 19.561  100%

     

Distribution across programs     

Public Interest  7.724  46% 7.463  41%

People & Nature  4.396  26%  4.433  25%

Social Initiatives  4.617  28% 6.021  34%

Total  16.737  100%  17.917  100%

     

Distribution by type of support     

Programmatic-institutional****  10.312  62%  12.089  67%

Project-related  6.425  38%  5.828  33%

  16.737  100%  17.917  100%

     

Distribution by region / intended results     

The Netherlands  6.996  42% 8.169  46%

Other (EU countries)  8.621  51% 6.332  35%

Other (worldwide)  1.120  7% 3.416  19%

Total  16.737  100% 17.917  100%

     

* These data have been derived from Adessium Foundation’s 2016 financial statements  

**  Including exchange rate effects, grant cancellations, project-related expenses

***   Adessium Foundation’s offices and meeting spaces have been provided to the foundation free 

of charge

****  Programmatic-institutional support focuses on providing beneficiaries with the necessary 

means to achieve their long-term vision
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Departure Managing Director

Pieter Stemerding has left Adessium 

Foundation on 1 March 2017. Over the 

last decade, Pieter Stemerding has 

passionately worked for Adessium 

Foundation as its managing director. 

Together with the Van Vliet family and 

with Carst Joustra, he developed the 

Adessium Foundation from the ground 

up into the professional organization it 

is today. We want to thank Pieter for his 

hard work and wish him all the best in 

his new career.

In Rogier van der Weerd we have found 

an excellent new managing director. 

Rogier has worked for Adessium 

Foundation for seven years, since 2011 

in the position of director of programs. 

Based on the experiences of our 

cooperation in recent years, we look 

forward to working together in this new 

context.

Rogier van Vliet  

Chairman of the Board of Directors since 

June 2005

Rogier van Vliet received his bachelor of 

arts in international business at Webster 

University in Leiden, the Netherlands. 

Thereafter, he worked for asset 

management company Transtrend from 

1999 to 2002, most recently filling the 

role of executive secretary. Since 2002 

Mr. Van Vliet has worked for Multifund, 

a privately held investment company 

where he served as director from 2004 

to 2013; since 2014 he is the company’s 

managing director. From 2011 to 2016 

Mr. Van Vliet served on the board of 

directors at Oceana, an international 

organization that works to protect the 

world’s oceans.

Jan Meijerman  

Board Member since December 2007

Jan Meijerman studied law at 

Erasmus University in Rotterdam, the 

Netherlands. Mr. Meijerman has over 

twenty-five years of international 

experience providing legal advice on 

financial transactions, including mergers 

and acquisitions. From 2005 to 2009, he 

was responsible for human resources 

and international business, among other 

duties, as the vice president of legal firm 

Holland Van Gijzen. Mr. Meijerman is now 

a senior partner at Holland Van Gijzen.
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Hendrik-Jan Laseur  

Board Member since October 2013

Hendrik-Jan Laseur is an economist 

who earned his master of business 

administration at INSEAD in Paris, 

France. Through his company Lead 

the Change, Mr. Laseur provides 

strategic advice to the leaders of NGOs, 

foundations, and financial institutions on 

the interface between social, ecological, 

and financial impact. Before that, Mr. 

Laseur was the principal advisor to 

UNICEF’s executive director in New 

York. Prior to UNICEF, he worked for ABN 

AMRO Bank in Tokyo, Frankfurt, London, 

Amsterdam, and Zurich. Mr. Laseur was a 

board member of IUCN Nederland until 

December 2013, and until November 

2015 he was on the board at the Center 

for Public Integrity in Washington, DC. 

Since 2013 he has also been a member 

of the advisory board at SustainAbility, 

a London think tank.

Pieter Stemerding  

Managing Director (until 1 March 2017)

Pieter Stemerding received his master 

of science in political science at the 

University of Amsterdam. Before he 

joined Adessium Foundation in 2007 he 

led the International Field Program for 

WWF in the Netherlands. Prior to that, 

he worked as a program specialist for 

the United Nations’ Food and Agriculture 

Organization in Rome and for the United 

Nations Development Program in New 

York. Mr. Stemerding is a member of the 

supervisory board at the Erasmus Centre 

for Strategic Philanthropy and a member 

of the board of directors at Alliance 

Publishing Trust (until April 2017). 

Rogier van der Weerd  

Director of Programs

Rogier van der Weerd received his 

master of science in aerospace 

engineering from Delft University of 

Technology in Delft, the Netherlands. 

Before Mr. Van der Weerd joined 

Adessium Foundation in 2009, he was 

an associate partner for health care at 

management consulting organization 

Boer & Croon. Prior to that, he was 

employed by the Monitor Group, an 

American strategy consulting firm, 

where he served as project manager 

for consulting projects in a variety of 

industries. 
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Overview  
of Beneficiary  
Organizations

Program 

Public Interest

Access Info Europe

Amnesty International Nederland

Bellingcat

Bits of Freedom

BritDoc

Bureau for Investigative Journalism

Business & Human Rights Resource 

Center

Center for Public Integrity

Client Earth

Clingendael

Committee to Protect Journalists

Corporate Europe Observatory

Correct!v

De Balie

EU Journalismfund

EUObserver

European Council for Refugees  

and Exiles

European Digital Rights Initiative

European Policy Centre

Femmes for Freedom

Finance Watch

Foodwatch

Friends of the Earth Europe

Fund for Global Human Rights

Global Investigative Journalism Network

Global Witness

Hostwriter

Human Rights Watch

Investico (formerly  

De Onderzoeksredactie)

Media Legal Defense Initiative

Nederlands Juristen Comité voor  

de Mensenrechten

Network of European Foundations

Open Democracy Foundation

Open Knowledge International

Open State Foundation

Orb Media

Oxfam Novib
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Paradox

Privacy International

Reporters Without Borders

Stichting Muckraker

Stichting VluchtelingenWerk Nederland

Stichting Vredeseducatie

The European Consumer Organization 

(BEUC)

Transparency International

Vereniging voor Onderzoeksjournalisten

VJ Movement

VoteWatch

Wemos

Program 

People & Nature

African Parks 

Balearen Project

Blue Marine Foundation

Circle Economy

Client Earth

Deep Sea Conservation Coalition

Duik de Noordzee Schoon

ECNC Land & Sea Group

Environmental Investigation Agency

Environmental Justice Foundation

Enviu

Ex’Tax 

Fauna & Flora International

Funding Fish

Fundación para la Conservación  

de Ibiza y Formentera

Global Ocean Commission

Greenpeace Nederland

High Seas Alliance

Juttersgeluk

Marine Conservation Society

Marine Stewardship Council

Natuur en Milieu

Natuurmonumenten

New Economics Foundation

Ocean Conservancy

Oceana

Plastic Soup Foundation

Plastic Oceans Foundation

Rewilding Europe

Seas At Risk

Stichting De Noordzee

Stichting Fondsenwerving  

Reeuwijkse Plassen

Surfrider Foundation

The Black Fish

The Ocean Cleanup

Wageningen Universiteitsfonds

Wereld Natuur Fonds

Wildlife Justice Commssion

Zero Waste Europe
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Program 

Social Initiatives

Alliance Publishing Trust

Artsen Zonder Grenzen

ASKV

Blijf Groep

Bureau Bousa

Cordaid

Critical Mass

De Tussenvoorziening

Defence for Children

Doctors for Homeless

Dokters van de Wereld

Dutch Cell Dogs

Eigen Kracht Centrale

Erasmus Centre for  

Strategic Philanthropy 

European Foundation Center 

Fonds Bijzondere Noden Rotterdam

Gevangenenzorg Nederland

Het Begint met Taal

House Of Hope

Humanitas

IMC Weekendschool

Jantje Beton

JINC

Kompaan & De Bocht

Landelijk Ongedocumenteerden 

Steunpunt

Landelijk Steunpunt Thuisadministratie

Leergeld Nederland

Leger des Heils

Missing Chapter Foundation

Netwerk Dak

New Dutch Connections

NIVOZ

Pauluskerk

Prinses Máxima Centrum

Prokkel

R.C. Maagdenhuis

Radboud Universiteit

Repair Cafe

Rode Kruis

Stichting Rotterdams  

Philharmonisch Orkest

Stichting dr. Schroeder van der Kolk 

Bedrijven

Stichting Stad en Kerk

Stem in de Stad

Stichting De Vrolijkheid

Stichting FIER

Stichting Heppie

Stichting iMMO

Stichting Kinderpostzegels

Stichting Leergeld

Stichting Lifegoals

Stichting Mara

Stichting Max Maakt Mogelijk

Stichting Present

Stichting Regenboog

Stichting Sailwise

Stichting Samenwerking voor  

Urgente Noden

Stichting Wielewaal

Takecarebnb

Villa Pinedo

Voedselbanken Nederland

Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam

War Child

Zadkine
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